
Station #1: Politics in the Jim Crow South 
 
Though the fifteenth amendment guaranteed African-American men the right to vote, as 
Reconstruction ended, many southern states began to find ways to limit African-American 
suffrage.  Special poll taxes, literacy tests, property restrictions, and grandfather clauses (which 
limited suffrage to people whose grandfather’s had been eligible to vote) were commonly used to 
disfranchise both African-Americans and poor whites.  In addition, terror groups like the Ku 
Klux Klan used threats and intimidation to prevent many people from voting.  As a result of these 
restrictions, voting rates for African-Americans plummeted and Republican governments found it 
difficult to maintain their power in the South. 
 
Document A: Louisiana Voter Registration Law (1898) 
Article 197] Sec. 3. He [the elector] shall be able to read and write, and shall demonstrate his 
ability to do so when he applies for registration, by making, under oath administered by the 
registration officer or his deputy, written application therefore, in the English language, or his 
mother tongue, which application shall contain the essential facts necessary to show that he is 
entitled to register and vote, and shall be entirely written, dated and signed by him, in the 
presence of the registration officer or his deputy, without assistance or suggestion from any 
person or any memorandum whatever, except the form of application. . . .  

Sec. 4. If he be not able to read and write, as provided by Section three . . . then he shall be 
entitled to register and vote if he shall, at the time he offers to register, be the bona fide owner of 
property assessed to him in this State at a valuation of not less than three hundred dollars . . . and 
on which, if such property be personal only, all taxes due shall have been paid. . . .  

Sec. 5. No male person who was on January 1st, 1867, or at any date prior thereto, entitled to 
vote under the Constitution or statutes of any State of the United States, wherein he then resided, 
and no son or grandson of any such person not less than twenty—one years of age at the date of 
the adoption of this Constitution, and no male person of foreign birth, who was naturalized prior 
to the first day of January, 1898, shall be denied the right to register and vote in this State by 
reason of his failure to possess the educational or property qualifications prescribed by this 
Constitution; provided, he shall have resided in this State for five years next preceding the date at 
which he shall apply for registration, and shall have registered in accordance with the terms of 
this article prior to September 1, 1898, and no person shall be entitled to register under this 
section after said date. . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Document C: Gerrymandering 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Gerrymandered District 
Gerrymander: The practice of 
arranging voting districts to favor the 
party in power or to achieve a district 
composed of desired types of voters. In 
the South, once white Democrats came 
to power after 1876, they sometimes 
"gerrymandered" voting districts so that 
they could be sure of getting an 
enhanced Democratic representation in 
the state and Federal legislatures. The 
Republicans did similar redistricting, 
too, during Reconstruction. 

-“The History of Jim Crow,” 

Document B: Adoption of Voting Restrictions 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Document D: A Southern Literacy Test 


