Spaulding High School

155 Ayers Street

Barre, Vermont 

Dear Student and Parents/Guardians,

I look forward to having your son or daughter in their history course this year. In an effort to make the course more accessible I am attempting to have most of the school work and assignments on my web site. I will often refer students to the web site in order to complete nightly assignments. Furthermore, much of the reading will be found through the web site. For those with limited computer access I will be happy to provide hard copies whenever needed. However, it is the responsibility of the student to notify me prior to the assignment if they would like a hard copy. 

You will find my contact information below and on the web site. I have found that close communication between parents, students and me can only improve the experience for everyone involved. Your signature below means that you have read over and accept the course expectations.

Although various problems can arise using the web site, I believe this can be an essential resource for everyone and will help ensure that everyone is aware of the assignments. Thank you so much and please do not hesitate to contact me.

Michael S. Stuart

History Teacher

www.mrmichaelstuart.com

mstuashs@u61.net
802-476-4811

Student: _____________________ (Print)


  _____________________

Parent/Guardian: __________________________ (Print)



    __________________________

Email: ____________________________________ (PLEASE WRITE NEATLY)

Course: Modern World History


Credits: 1

Instructor: Michael Stuart


Department: Social Studies

Contact Info: 802-476-4811 ext. 5213 or mstuashs@u61.net

Web Site: www.mrmichaelstuart.com


Course Description: 

This course examines the major topics and issues in the world over the last 400 years. The course will commence with the study of the Galileo and the Scientific Revolution and move forward to major ideas in contemporary Africa. Although many sections have a European focus, the course is progressively intertwining East Asia, the Middle East, and Africa. I hope we will discuss, debate, read, write, create, listen, compete, help, and enjoy the questioning of significant moral issues of our day through historical analysis. Through the investigation of historical issues, ideas, people, and events we will contemplate matters of responsibility, equality, ethics, morality, individual rights, judgment, the natural state of people, and justice. The course espouses to develop thinkers and creators, as each student grows into an individual with their own ideas and thoughts. Most course material will be available online and any students without reliable internet access should speak with me, Michael Stuart, in order to devise a plan for accessing course material.

For each unit we will spend one to two weeks becoming familiar with related ideas, people and events. During this time we will partake in discussions, understand the major events, take quizzes, examine primary sources, and understand those people involved. The skills we practice for each unit will vary, depending on the unit’s culminating project. (The skills will be geared towards those required for success on the unit’s project) Each unit of study will culminate in a project. Some units may entail multiple projects. Projects will often entail writing, constructing, debating, and creating through art and presentation. For most projects students will have a week to complete it. During the time that we work on projects it will be our sole focus. All class time and all out of class time will be devoted only to the project. Because we spend such a significant amount of time on the projects the expectations are extremely high. I encourage you to ask if you ever have any questions. I am always willing to revise, help research, and assist you in your project. Please ask. The tentative schedule is listed below.
Topics and Essential Questions:
Scientific Revolution: How do reason and faith relate and/or conflict with each other? How does authority respond to challenges? What is “truth”?

The Enlightenment and French Revolution: What is human nature? What is the purpose of government? Why do people revolt? Why do people obey? Can revolutions achieve their goals?
Industrial Revolution, Capitalism, and Marxism: How does technology change society and behavior? What should be the government’s role in relation to the economy? Are certain economies “fairer” than others?
Imperialism and Contemporary Africa: Why do nations impose their will on other nations? Is this justified? To whom do nations have a moral obligation to? What positives and/or negatives has European imperialism had? How can Africa resolve its debilitating conflict and social problems?
Rise of the Nazis and the Holocaust: How do people respond to societal crises? What is persuasion? What responsibilities do individuals have?
1984 and Totalitarianism: What is totalitarianism? How are people influences? Indoctrinated? How can one recognize if they are indoctrinated? How does society promote indoctrination and conformity? How does it reject it? 

China in the 20th Century and Beyond: How/why was China transformed in the 20th century? What is China’s role in the world? How will China’s role in the world change in the future? 
(Possible) Modern Middle East: Why is there conflict in the Middle East? How does modernization impact a society? When and how should nations exert influence over other nations and their people?

Materials: Students use a wide variety of resources and must be prepared to keep these organized.

Class Expectations: BE ON TIME, BE RESPECTFUL, BE TRUTHFUL, BE RESPONSIBLE, WORK FOR THE DURATION OF THE CLASS, NO LATE HOMEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED
Assessment
· Participation:  15%

· We need significant participation. We will often discuss and debate issues and you are expected to voluntarily engage in the conversation. If your preference is simply to listen to the thought provoking discussion then you can get credit for participation if you take notes and write down questions. (Hands these in at the end of class.)

· Participation refers to 3 categories: preparedness, involvement in class work, and participation in discussion 

· For an A – provide an abundance of insightful and thoughtful questions and arguments. Actively engage in daily work and assignments. Always on time and prepared at the start of class.
· For a B – voluntarily and daily involved in regular discussions and is focused and participating in daily assignments. Always on time and prepared at the start of class.
· For a C – participates when called upon and focused and involved in daily assignments. On time and always prepared at the start of class.
· For a D – usually participates when called upon and not always focused on daily assignments.  Occasionally late and usually prepared at the start of class.
· For a F – never participates and often not focused on assignment. Late several times and not always prepared at the start of class.
· Homework and Quizzes: 30%

· There will be homework nightly. The homework will consist of reading, questioning, replying, writing, revising, research, and developing. It is paramount that you thoroughly complete the nightly homework.

· I will give many quizzes many of which you will be allowed to use notes. However, many will not include notes. I encourage you to take notes on the nightly homework.

· For an A – Demonstrates thoughtful and thorough examination of the questions or issues posed by the homework

· For a B – completes homework in a thoughtful manner and clearly addresses the questions or issues posed by the homework.

· For a C – completes homework accurately 

· For a D – completes homework in rushed and/or thoughtless manner

· For a F – homework is incomplete and/or thoughtless

· Projects: 55%

· Each project will be evaluated with an individual grading scale. I will provide you with this rubric at the start of each project. The rubric will clearly explain the expectations and requirements.    
FAILURE IN ANY OF THE 3 GRADING CATEGORIES ABOVE WILL AUTOMATICALLY RESULT IN FAILURE FOR THE QUARTER. IF THE OVERALL AVERAGE IS STILL PASSING THEN THE GRADE WILL BE DROPPED TO A 59.
