Dear Student and Parents/Guardians,

I look forward to teaching the Holocaust Studies Seminar this quarter. This class will tackle many challenging issues and students are expected to explore their own personal choices and responsibilities while reflecting on the Holocaust. We will read, watch film, and discuss issues that cover disturbing topics of violence, cruelty, and humiliation. Everyone involved much approach this study in a sensitive and considerate manner. It is imperative that students recognize that they will be expected to participate in class discussions and to examine who they are through journal writings.

Please read over the seminar syllabus. You will find my contact information below. Furthermore, most of the course and its content can be found on my website, www.mrmichaelstuart.com. I have found close communication between parents, students, and me can only improve the experience for everyone involved.  Your signature below means that you have read over and accept the course expectations.

Thank you so much and please do not hesitate to contact me.

Michael S. Stuart

History Teacher

Email: mstuashs@u61.net

Website: www.mrmichaelstuart.com

Phone: 802-476-4811

Student: (Print) ___________________________________________________  


(Signature) _________________________________________________    

Parent/Guardian: (Print) _____________________________________________     


(Signature) _________________________________________________

******During the quarter we will be viewing several documentaries, some of which have incredibly disturbing footage. Furthermore, we will watch the film Schindler’s List. This film is rated R. It is my belief that both, the documentaries and Schindler’s List, will provide students with a stronger understanding of the Holocaust. Please sign below if your son/daughter may watch these films. Contact me with any questions or concerns.

Parent/Guardian (Signature) ___________________________________________________________
Course: HIS311 – Holocaust Studies

Credits: .5

Instructor: Michael S. Stuart


Department: Social Studies

Contact: (802) 476-4811, mstuashs@u61.net, www.mrmichaelstuart.com

Course Description: This course will examine efforts to systematically eliminate people, most specifically people labeled as Jewish. The central focus will be the Holocaust and Nazi Germany, with minimal mentioning of other genocides. The course will consider the causes of genocide, the victims’ experience, the mindset of the perpetrators, and its relevance for you today, among other issues.  This is an intense course that will require us to not simply study a historical period, but attempt to understand ourselves. This is a serious topic and will require an in depth examination of humanity and ourselves. We will investigate significant moral issues while contemplating responsibility, motivations, and justice. Throughout our study we will compare the Holocaust to a wide variety of intellectual thoughts and historical events. The course’s overarching goal is to help you in becoming a more conscientious thinker and person.


Throughout the course we will analyze many short readings with extensive discussion and reflective journal writing. It is of the utmost importance the you actively participate in class discussions and, take time to thoroughly examine your own behavior and beliefs in your journal. All of this will require us to consider who we are and what responsibilities we have. Furthermore, we will be watching several documentaries and the film Schindler’s List. The viewings will be required and be accompanied with questions. A few small projects will be completed during the quarter. These projects will most often require outside research, writing, and analysis. The class will heavily rely on reflective journaling and participation. Please be aware of these expectations. Your presence in class is necessary for almost all assignments. Come to class.

Topics and Essential Questions:

The Nature of Human Behavior: What is human nature? What are positive and negative behaviors associated with conformity, obedience, and silence? What are behaviors associated with courage, integrity, and empathy?
Views of Prejudice: What is the nature of prejudice as a universal human phenomenon? How have Jews historically been treated?

Rise of Nazism: What was the environment that Nazism grew out of? Why did Nazi philosophy, ideology, and government policies appeal to certain aspects of human nature and behavior?

From Persecution to Mass Murder: How can persecution lead to mass murder? How can persecution impact a person, physically and psychologically? How and why did different people collaborate in the Holocaust?

Issues of Conscience and Moral Responsibility: Do individuals have moral responsibilities? How is guilt assessed? What is the difference between individual and collective guilt?

Materials: Almost ALL materials are available on our class website. The vast majority of these can be found on the class homepage where there are two different PDF files that contain much of what we will read. I will provide you with handouts. However, if you would prefer to access the readings on your laptop or phone, I would prefer it. Regardless, you should have a 3 ring binder, paper, and something to write with everyday. I will be providing journals. 
Class expectations: BE ON TIME, BE RESPECTFUL, BE TRUTHFUL, BE RESPONSIBLE, WORK FOR THE DURATION OF THE CLASS. ONCE WE HAVE ADDRESSED THE HOMEWORK IN CLASS, IT WILL NO LONGER BE ACCEPTED. If you miss class you will have 2 days to make arrangements, either during advisory, before school, or via email, to figure out what must be made up.
Assessment:

Journal: 30% - You will be writing in the journal on a daily basis, reflecting on topics, films, and various dilemmas. The journal will be asses on your in depth reflections and consistent efforts to explore complex issues we are analyzing. Furthermore, you will often have to imagine yourself in different situations, or consider situations you have confronted in your life. Your willingness, and ability, to explore these areas of yourself will help determine your assessment. YOU ARE EXPECTED TO WRITE FOR THE ENTIRE DURATION OF THE TIME ALLOTTED FOR JOURNAL WRITING.
Participation: 30% - We need significant participation. We will often discuss and debate issues and you are expected to voluntarily engage in the conversation. If your preference is simply to listen to the thought provoking discussion then you can get credit for participation if you take notes and write down questions. (Hands these in at the end of class.) Participation refers to preparedness and involvement in class work and discussion 
A – always on time, provide an abundance of insightful and thoughtful questions and arguments. Actively engage in daily work and assignments
B – always on time, voluntarily and daily involved in regular discussions, focused and participating in daily assignments
C – always on time, occasionally volunteers in discussion but participates when called upon and focused and involved in daily assignments
D – occasionally late or absent, usually participates when called upon and/or not always focused on daily assignments
F – repeatedly late and/or never participates and/or often not focused on assignment
Homework: 20% - There will be regular homework and assignments worked on during class. The work will consist of reading, questioning, replying, writing, revising, research, and developing. It is paramount that you thoroughly complete the daily/nightly work.
A – Demonstrates thoughtful and thorough examination of the questions or issues posed by the homework
B – completes homework in a thoughtful manner and clearly addresses the questions or issues posed by the homework.
C – completes homework accurately 
D – completes homework in rushed and/or thoughtless manner
F – homework is incomplete and/or thoughtless
Projects: 20% - For our few small projects we will discuss their grading as each will be assessed differently
