A CONVERSATION WITH A COUNTRY

Over the last 1-2 weeks we have studied U.S. involvement with many nations, especially “third world” countries, from 1945 through 2003.  All of this involvement took place, or was initiated, during the Cold War. The Cold War, a time of extreme competition for world influence between the United States and the Soviet Union (Russia), played a large role in SHAPING and/or FRAMING American foreign policy for a 45 year period. Much of American involvement in the world from 1945-1990 was either described as a battle against Soviet led COMMUNISM or perceived as a battle against Soviet led communism. To analyze America’s involvement TODAY without comprehending its past international involvement would be negligent, similar to trying to understand a person without knowing how he has acted or thought in the past.

For this project you will choose one nation with whom the U.S. was significantly involved with between 1945 through 2003 and create  some sort of conversation between the two countries. THIS IS NOT A CONVERSATION BETWEEN PEOPLE, BUT A CONVERSATION BETWEEN COUNTRIES. Consequently, the shape/attitude the country takes may depend on how you PERCEIVE the country to be. As some conversations are done without speaking, so can this conversation. The conversation may take the following forms:

1. Cartoon

2. Conversation over dinner
3. Moderated Debate

4. Satire

5. Arm Wrestle

6. UFC Fight (with commentary)
7. Football (with commentary)
8. Any sport
9. Animation
10. “World” Idol Style

11. Survivor

12. “WORLD’S” Best SOMETHING

13. Any other ideas will be considered 
Countries:

Soviet Union

Korea

Iran

Guatemala

Chile

Cuba

Afghanistan

Iraq

Vietnam

Laos

Cambodia

Pakistan

Yemen

Dominican Republic

Grenada

China
Etc.

The conversation MUST reflect knowledge of the following:

1. Exactly how the U.S. was involved in the country you have chosen
2. Specifics about how the chosen country felt about U.S. involvement

a. This should be reflected by how different leaders felt AND

b. How different groups within the country felt

3. Specifics about WHY the U.S. was involved in the country you have chosen

4. Specific people involved and specific dates

5. Specific understanding of the relationship with the country over a period of time

PROCEDURES:

1. Decide which country the U.S. will have its conversation with

2. Research U.S. foreign policy with your chosen country with a focus on the particular intervention (HINT: try searching for “U.S. foreign policy in …….”)

3. Focus research on one particular incident/time period

4. Take notes on:

· Why the U.S. was involved

· How the U.S. was involved

· Who the major people were

· What the significant dates were

· How did U.S. intervention impacted the chosen nation

· How did the U.S. benefit or not benefit from intervention

5. Decide the format of how the conversation will take place
6. Using a storyboard outline how you will include all of the required information

7. Create the conversation

The United States and …………… - A conversation
Assessment
	
	UTTERLY AMAZING

8.6-10
	NICE WORK
7.5-8.5
	NEEDS SOME MORE
6-7.4
	LACKING BASICS

0-6

	Historical Knowledge: The writer demonstrates an in depth understanding of the complex relationship of the two nations
	
	
	
	

	Specifics: The author includes an abundance of accurate, specific, and clear historical information in an appropriate manner
	
	
	
	

	Creativity: The author uses symbolism to uniquely present an image of the nations’ relationship while reflecting significant understanding
	
	
	
	

	Connections: The author seamlessly blends the creative with the historical knowledge that reflects a deep analytical understanding of foreign policy
	
	
	
	


