AFRICA

TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS

GENERAL QUESTIONS (P. 402-413)
1. What is the total square miles of Africa? 

2. How much larger is this than the United States? 

3. How many people live in Africa? 

4. In 1913 what countries colonized Africa?

5. What are the 3 most popular religions in Africa? 

6. How many countries are in Africa? 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF AFRICA (P. 415-427)

7. Much of Africa is at least how many feet above sea level? 

8. What is the most prominent physical feature of Africa? 

9. Where does Africa rank among continents in terms of size? 

10.  Define basin: 

11.  What is the world’s longest river? 

12.  How long is it? 

13.  Through which countries does it flow? 

14.  What is the average population density along this river?

15.  How does this compare to the average population density in all of Egypt? 

16.  What river forms the continent’s largest network of waterways? 

17.  How long is this river? 

18.  Define cataracts: 

19.  Where are the most distinct landforms in Africa? 

20.  What is the longest freshwater lake in the world? 

21.  How long is it? 

22.  How deep is it? 

23.  What is Africa’s highest mountain? 

24.  What specific minerals are plentiful in Africa? 

25.  How much of the world’s platinum and gold is produced in South Africa?  

26.  Why hasn’t Africa’s mineral wealth translated into wealth for most of its citizens? 

27.  What 3 countries are among the world’s leading petroleum (oil) producers? 

28.  After oil, what is the most profitable commodity in Africa?  

29.  What percentage of the world’s supply does Africa produce of this commodity? 

30. What is the single most important economic activity in Africa? 

31.  What percentage of Africans earn their living from farming? 

32.  Most of Africa has what kind of temperature? 

33. What is the largest desert in the world? 

34.  How big is it from east to west? 

35. How big is it from north to south? 

36.  How hot can it get during the summer? 

37.  How much of this desert consists of sand? 

38.  What is the rest of the desert made up of? 

39.  How do many travelers travel in the desert?

40. How long can camels go without water? 

41.  Define aquifers: 

42.  Define oasis:  

43.  What is the importance of oases in the desert? 

44.  How much of Africa is in the tropics? 

45.  What are the average July temperatures in Somalia? 

46.  What part of Africa receives the most rain? 

47.  If an area is closer to the equator how will that impact the rainy season? 

48.  If an area is closer to the desert how will that impact the dry season? 

49.  In the Sahara and other deserts how long might the land go without getting any rain? 

50.  What does Africa’s vegetation consist of? 

51.  What covers most of the continent? 

52.  Where is the Serengeti Plain? 

53.  Why are there not trees or many crops there? 

54.  How high can some of the grasses there grow?  

55.  What does the abundance grass make the Serengeti ideal for? 

56.  What types of animals roam there? 

57.  What vegetation stretches across Central Africa? 

58.  How many types of trees may be found in 1 square acre of the rain forest? 

59.  Where do most of the animals live in the rain forest? 

60.  Define canopy: 

61.  List 4 types of animals that live in the rain forest? 

62.  What is Africa’s largest viper?  

63.  How much can it weigh? 

64.  Why are the rain forests in danger of its existence? 

65.  What is slash-and-burn farming?  

66.  What region of Nigeria contains most of its oil?  

67.  What is the Sahel? Do not define but say what it is.  

68.  Define desertification:  

69.  What has increased the participation of desertification? Provide 3 examples. 

70.  Where does Nigeria rank in countries that export oil?  

71.  Where is much of Nigeria’s oil exported to?  

72.  What percentage of Nigeria’s income does oil account for?  

73.  How many oil spills have occurred in the Niger delta over the last four decades?    

74.  What have been the results of the oil spills? 

75.  What have Egyptians tried to control? 

76.  What is the Aswan High Dam?

77. What purpose does the dam serve? 

78.  What percentage of Egypt's farmable land has increased as a result of the dam? 

79.  Make a list of 4 major problems caused by the dam.

HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF AFRICA (P. 430-457) 
80. Why is East Africa called the “cradle of humanity”?  

81.  What is the Olduvai Gorge?  

82.  How long ago did Homo habilis live? 

83.  What countries are in East Africa? 

84.  Where are the first humans believed to have lived?  

85.  Define colonialism (dictionary): 

86.  Why did European countries colonize Africa? 

87.  What was the Berlin Conference?  

88.  Which African leaders attended the Berlin Conference? 

89.  By 1914 which African nations were free of European ? 

90.  How did Europeans divide Africa? 

91.  What is one of the root causes of the political and ethnic conflict in Africa?  

92.  How was Ethiopia able to defend itself from colonization?

93.  What are 3 problems caused by colonialism?

94.  How much of East Africa is rural?  

95.  What are some of East Africa’s cash crops? 

96.  How does growing cash crops both help the economy and hurt the people living in the country? 

97.  How many ethnic groups live in East Africa?  

98.  What are 2 major ethnic groups in East Africa?

99.  Describe the dress of the Masai?  

100. What is the largest ethnic group in Kenya? 

101. What organization fought against the British in Kenya? 

102. From 1952-1960 how many Africans did the British kill? 

103. Define pandemic: 

104. What pandemic has impacted Africa since the 1980s? 

105. What countries are in North Africa? 

106. How was the existence of a great civilization possible in Egypt? 

107. For how long have farming villages lived around the Nile River? 

108. Why were pyramids built? 

109. What are 2 things that the ancient Egyptians pioneered? 

110. What is the major cultural and religious influence in North Africa?  

111. Explain what Islam is: 

112. When did Muslims exert their influence over North Africa?  

113. What does the economy revolve around? 

114. What are Souks? 

115. Define rai: 

116. How did performers begin using rai before its independence?  

117. What are the roles of men and women in North Africa?  

118. How has the role of women changed? 

119. What was one of the busiest points for exporting slaves during the slave trade? 

120. How many slaves were kidnapped and transported from the mid-1500s to the mid-1800s? 

121. How many Africans died during the trip to the Americas? 

122. What is a stateless society? 

123. How do stateless societies deal with differences?  

124. What is the economy of West Africa based on? 

125. What country has the worst economy in West Africa? 

126. List 3 reasons for this.

127. Describe West African music.  

128. Where did Europeans first begin their African colonization? 

129. What are the Bantu migrations? 

130. Why are the Bantu migrations a key event in African history?  

131. What island was the initial base for trade of African slaves? 

132. How many ethnic groups lived in Central Africa in the mid-1800s? 

133. How were these groups different?

134. What did King Leopold II do in the Congo?  

135. What did problems did colonialism cause? 

136. How were decisions made before colonialism? 

137. During colonialism what type of government did Europeans impose on Africa? 

138. What happened with African governments after colonialism? 

139. What are 3 effects of colonialism on Central Africa’s economy?

140. Why are many African countries still having difficulty developing their economies? 

141. How did the leadership of the Democratic Republic of the Congo hurt the country’s economy? 

142. What problems does education face in Central Africa? 

143. When did Europeans start migrating to Southern Africa? 

144. When did the British form the Union of South Africa? 

145. Define apartheid: 

146. When was apartheid instituted in South Africa? 

147. Provide some examples of the effect of apartheid.

148. Who is Nelson Mandela?  

149. What are the 2 economies of South Africa? 

150. What percentage of people in Zimbabwe and Botswana are infected with HIV? 

151. Describe the change in life expectancy from 1994 to 1999 in Botswana.
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152.   What are most African nations' economies based on?  

153.  Define exploitation: (Dictionary)  

154.  In the last 30 years has the income of Africans increased or decreased?  

155.  When the colonial nations left Africa, what did they leave or not leave for the newly independent countries?  

156.  How did the African countries try to build their economies?

157.  Define commodity:  

158.  What does AIDS stand for?  

159.  What can lead to cholera? 

160.  Define malaria:  

161.  In 2000 how many people in sub-Sahara Africa died of AIDS?  

162.  In 2000 how many people in Africa were living with AIDS or HIV? 

163.  Provide 3 examples of action being taken to respond to the diseases.

164.  Why did Europeans want Africa's raw materials?  
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