New Imperialism – Brief Lecture

Terms:

· Imperialism - the policy, practice, or advocacy of extending the power and dominion of a nation especially by direct territorial acquisitions or by gaining indirect control over the political or economic life of other areas; broadly : the extension or imposition of power, authority, or influence

· Colonialism - control by one power over a dependent area or people b : a policy advocating or based on such control
· Colony – a. a body of people living in a new territory but retaining ties with the parent state b. the territory in habited by such a body

When: 1880s-1960s

Who: 

Imperialists: Mostly Western European Countries (Great Britain, Belgium, Netherlands, Germany, France, Portugal), Japan, and United States

Colonized: Africa, Polynesia, Asia, some of the Americas

Motivations:

1. Economic
a. Capitalism
b. Expand and grow economy
c. Raw materials
d. More people to sell goods to
e. Use cheap labor
2. Religious/Humanitarian
a. Missionaries, convert to Christianity
b. White man’s burden
c. Civilize the uncivilized
3. Social Darwinism
a. Apply survival of the fittest to different human ethnicities
b. The West is more evolved
4. Political/National Power
a. Competition between different nations
b. Establish more military bases
Forms:

1. Direct Colony: a land governed internally by a foreign power

2. Indirect colony: local government officials used but limited self-rule

3. Protectorate: A land with its own internal government but under the protection and influence of an outside power

4. Sphere of Influence: An area in which an outside power claims exclusive investment or trading privileges

5. Economic Imperialism: An independent country controlled by foreign private business interests rather than an internal government
