African American Civil Rights Movement

1950s and 1960s
Project
In the 1950s and 1960s the African American Civil Rights Movements challenged the social fabric of the United States. Using the very ideals and values purported to be the essence of America, African Americans demanded change. The successes of the Civil Rights movement can be debated. However, the actions and events during the movement have undoubtedly left an indelible mark on American History. 

We have focused on just a couple of events and issues in the Civil Rights Movement. However, we have connected these topics to many other people, issues and events. Considering the abundance of people, places and events that shaped the Civil Rights Movement it is difficult to gain a strong grasp of any singular issue during a brief survey of the historical period. Consequently, as a class we will create a Civil Rights Museum. In pairs or individually, you will choose one specific person, event or issue and develop a thorough museum exhibit that enables its viewers to better understand the topic.

Museum exhibit and Monument: 

The museum exhibit is an opportunity to invoke, reflect, and express the ideas, events, and issues of your topic. The exhibit will have several parts and demonstrate a keen sense of the topic with an effective presentation of the major ideas. You will be provided a specific part of the classroom to present your piece. 

The exhibit should be historically accurate, creative, thoughtful, and clean in presentation. It should be carefully considered and planned in an effort to develop an engaging and interesting exhibit. The following are required for your exhibit:

1. 20+ Images

2. A timeline of events directly related to your topic and were impacted by your topic

3. A brief (1 paragraph) biography of the 6-8 major people related to the topic

4. 10+  powerful quotes from people involved in your topic - the quotes should help illustrate the issues surrounding your topic

5. A 2 page summary of topic

6. A monument that symbolizes the issues, struggles, and ideas of the topic. The monument can vary in size and will necessitate considerable thought and consideration

7. All of your information should be exhibited on and through your monument 

The following is a list of steps that you are encouraged to follow:

1. _______: Choose a topic and tell teacher

2. _______: Research - gain a better understanding of the topic and take notes for summary

3. _______: Find 6-8 major people involved in the topic and gain an understanding of who they are and their relation to the topic

4. _______: Locate primary source statements that reflect the attitudes and ideas of the topic

5. _______: Develop timeline of the specific events leading to and impacted by your topic

6. _______: Create a specific design for the layout of your exhibit

7. _______: Get checked and revise plan

8. _______: Create a specific design/sketch for the monument

9. _______: Get checked

10. _______: Gather all necessary materials

11. _______: Create monument

12. _______: Create museum exhibit

13. _______: Present

Possible Topics:

People:
· Malcolm X

· Martin Luther King

· Medgar Evers

· Stokely Carmichael (Kwame Ture)

· James Meredith

· Fannie Lou Hamer

· Bobby Seale

· Diana Nash

· Thurgood Marshall

· Bull Connor

· Ella Baker

· John Lewis

· Emmitt Till

· George Wallace

· Bayard Rustin

· A. Philip Randolph

· Bob Moses

Events/Issues

· Racial Riots (Watts - 1965, Detroit - 1967, Newark) 

· Los Angeles Riots - 1992

· Early 1960s Sit-ins

· Freedom Rides

· Little Rock School Desegregation

· Brown vs the Board of Education

· Montgomery Bus Boycott

· 1964 and 1965 Civil Rights Act

· Birmingham 1963

· Freedom Summer 1964

· Bloody Sunday and Voting Rights

· The FBI and the Civil Rights Movement

· Black Power

· March on Washington 1963

· Housing Segregation in Chicago

Organizations:

· Students Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC)

· Southern Christian Leadership Council (SCLC)

· Black Panthers

· Congress on Racial Equality (CORE)

· National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)

· The Nation of Islam

· Citizens Council

Evaluation:

15% 2-3 page Summary

10%  10 quotes

10% Timeline

5%  20 images

15% 6-8 biographies

15% Arranged in an organized, neat, creative and thoughtful manner

30% Monument

CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM EXHIBIT

Evaluation Category

1. 2-3 Page Summary

2. 10 Quotes

3. Timeline

4. Images

5. Biographies

6. Exhibit Arrangement

Excellent and Exceeding

(13-15) Clearly written, no grammar errors, accurately and specifically explains the causes and effects of the topic and the topic itself

(8.5-10) 10 or more quotes provide relevance, clarity and a vivid introspection into the ideas and issues 

(8.5-10) Includes 16 or more specific events, with succinct explaining of each, detailing the origins, the issue, and impact 

(4-5) 20 or more images provide an essential medium enabling the viewer to grasp the core issues of the topic

(13-15) 8 bios provide depth and analysis as related to the Civil Rights Movement and clearly explain relation to topic

(13-15) Eye catching and appealing with creative approach that reflects the topic
Meeting and Reaching 
(10.5-12.5) Clearly written, minor grammar errors, accurately explains causes and effects of the topic and the topic itself

(7-8) 10 or more quotes provide relevance and clarity into the ideas and issues

(7-8) Includes 12-16 specific events, with clear explaining of each, showing the origins, the issue and impact

(3.5-3.75) 15-20 images represent the ideas and issues of the topic 

(10.5-12.5) 6-8 bios reveal the person, their relation to the Civil Rights Movement and role in the relevant topic

(10.5-12.5) Neatly organized lacking empty space with thoughtful care


Needs Improvement
(7.5-10) Clear writing, several grammar errors, mostly accurate, missing major issues and little analysis of causes and effects

(5-6.5) 6-10 quotes related but not revealing the significance of the topic

(5-6.5) Includes 8-12 specific events with limited explaining of each, not showing origins or impact

(2.5-3) 10-15 images of the topic but not exposing the relevance

(7.5-10) 5-6 bios show people involved in the topic and touch on their role in the Civil Rights Movement.

(7.5-10) Neat but unorganized, showing minimal time, effort or thought
Lacking
 (0-7.5) Unclear, several grammar errors, accurate but minimal with minimal explaining of the issue, its causes or effects

(0-4.5) 0-10 quotes somewhat unrelated and uncertain of significance to topic

(0-4.5) Includes 0-8 specific events without any explaining of each, not showing origins or impact

(0-2.5) 0-10 images of topic not demonstrating relevance or importance

(0-7) 0-6 bios are of people related to the topic but does not explain their role in the Civil Rights Movement

(0-7) Sloppy demonstrating no thought or consideration

The Monument

Assessment

Excellent and Exceeding
(25.5-30)
The monument reflects and reveals the major ideas and issues of the topic. It is creative and thoughtful demonstrating extensive time and effort. It is put together in an impressive manner that integrates individual thought with skillful design

Meeting and Reaching
(21-25)
The monument reflects and reveals the major ideas and issues of the topic. It is thoughtful and demonstrates considerable effort and time in its creation. It attempts to integrate individual thought and skillful design. The idea is well thought out and relevant

Needs Improvement

(15-20.5)

The monument reflects limited thought and effort. It reflects the ideas of the topic. It is irrelevantly sloppy and demonstrates minimal thought or effort.

Lacking

(0-15)

The monument is minimally related to the idea of the topic. Demonstrating little consideration of the issues. It is sloppy and exhibits little to no effort or thought.

Final Evaluation:         

