The Atomic Bomb

The decision to drop the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945 and the rapid proliferation of nuclear bombs are developments and events that necessitate extreme examination. Technology has enabled nations to create tools whose purpose is to kill, threaten, and/or protect. The capacity to kill massive amounts of people requires the study of the following questions:

1. Why was the atomic bomb used in Hiroshima and Nagasaki?

2. Was the use of the atomic bomb legitimate and justified?

3. Why has the advancement and proliferation of nuclear weapons increased? For what purpose?

4. What, if any, steps should be taken in regards to the present nuclear existence in the world?

Two Debates will take place:

· Debate #1 – 
· Team A: You believe that dropping the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and, within 3 days if the Japanese do not surrender unconditionally, Nagasaki is the appropriate action.
· Team B: You believe that dropping the atomic bomb at this time is not appropriate.
· Debate #2 – 
· Team A: You believe that America should maintain and strengthen its present nuclear capacities.
· Team B: You believe America and the world should eliminate all nuclear weapons and halt the research of any such future weapon with similar destructive purposes. 
After Debating each team will hand in a casebook that includes:

1. Title Page

2. Index

3. List of team members and responsibilities of each

4. Outline of Opening Statement

5. Three outlines (length will vary depending on outline style) that present each of the 3 supporting reasons. Each outline MUST include the following

a. A clear explanation of what the reason is and why this supports the overall argument

b. 3 sub-reasons that further breaksdown the argument (For example, if I am in a debate that  the U.S. should have invaded Iraq and the reason I am outlining is that Saddam Hussein, the former leader of Iraq, was undemocratic. Then my 3 sub-reasons might be 1. He tortured the opposition 2. He did not permit freedom of the press 3. The elections were a fraud)

c. For each of the 3 sub-reasons you will need to detail specifics about this sub-reasons and provide a minimum of 1 primary source that helps prove this sub-reason

d. Each primary source must be cited

6. For each of the 3 reasons develop 3 questions/statements that the other team might respond with and bullet major points from which you will respond

7. Consider what 3 reasons the other side will present – 3 paragraphs 

a. write a paragraph presenting each of the other team’s arguments

b. bullet 3 statements/questions with which you will respond to these arguments

c. Try to find at least 1 primary source to use in response to the other team’s possible reasons 

8. All relevant primary source material 

9. Each individual should develop a bibliography

Schedule:
Day 1: _____________ – 

· Get into assigned groups

· Develop basic premise of argument

· Assign roles based on casebook requirements

· Decide the final 3 supporting reasons and 3 possible counter reasons
· HW: Research and have a minimum of 1-2 pages of specific notes with references to primary sources
Day 2: ____________ –

· Meet in groups and discuss material 

· Research

· Develop logic of supporting reason and gather primary sources

· Develop paragraphs of the counter reasons and response to counter reasons
· HW: Complete rough outlines, counter reasons paragraphs and response to counter reasons
Day 3: ____________ -

· Revise and finalize outlines, and counter reason paragraphs and response to counter reason

· For each of the 3 reasons develop 3 questions/statements that the other team might respond with and bullet major points from which you will respond 

· Write opening statement

· Develop bibliography

· Decide on additional presentation material

· Homework – Finalize your arguments and be sure that argument is based on primary documents. Furthermore, be sure to have a formal copy of your argument to be handed in. 

Day 4: ___________ - 

· Decide overall debate strategy

· Decide order of presentation

· Finalize all presentation material

· Divide up as a team and conduct a dress rehearsal of the debate

· Practice, Practice and Practice

The Atomic Bomb

Final Project Assessment

Name:

Group:

Your final evaluation of this unit is based on your individual and group work, presentations and writing. The assessment seeks to accurately make judgment of the material, knowledge and overall strength of one’s work. In order to reach this end I ask that you evaluate yourself and group on the same criteria with which I will evaluate you. Please read the opposite side first to understand what is expected. Thank you for your assistance.

My responsibilities in the group included:

On a scale of 0 to 100 I would give myself _________ because (include what responsibilities you fulfilled or did not fulfill and additional reasons that explain why you deserve this grade)

Name of Group Member

Grade (0-100)



Reason

Debate Assessment

Name:

Group:

Your final evaluation is based on the following

Group:

(Group) The casebook is scrupulously detailed and organized. Each section should be clear and contain all relevant information. It should be presented neatly with the entire compilation of the work completed for the debate. This will be handed in after the completion of the debate. Each participant has handed in relevant information that is properly categorized and organized in a logical manner. In addition to the requirements a separate section should exist for each your team’s q & a, possible questions against your team, evidence, and, for the other team, counter questions and evidence.

_____: 1-15

(Group) Throughout the preparation for the debate and during the debate the group works closely together, sharing responsibilities and cooperating in an effort to fulfill a common goal. The group should demonstrate consistent and effective communication between team members. Each day in class the entire group should meet to review essential information and goals. During the debate the entire group should reflect extensive planning and preparation and function as one organized unit.

____: 1-20

Individual:

(Individual) Spent entire time allotted during class diligently studying, researching and preparing for debate by thoroughly fulfilling individual obligations, actively assisting team members and taking initiative

______: 1-20

(Individual) Demonstrated, through daily checks and materials submitted in casebook, conducting extensive research and additional work for the team outside of class. This should include an abundance of notes on specific, relevant topics and people, locating and discovering useful and effective primary sources, detailed and specific questions, answers and additional notes in casebook, and the meticulous completion of assigned tasks and goals for each day leading up to the debate.

_____: 1-25

(Individual) During debate is composed and utterly prepared to fulfill obligations. This includes complete understanding of role, carefully organized, directly engaged and willingly assisting in and participating in the debate. Furthermore, you should be prepared with primary documents to submit as evidence with bibliographic information.

_____: 1-20

Final Evaluation:
Group: 
______ (35)

Individual:
______ (65)

Final: 

______ (100)

