Proper Authority.  A war is just only if it is waged by a legitimate authority.   Even just causes cannot be served by actions taken by individuals or groups who do not constitute an authority sanctioned by whatever the society and outsiders to the society deem legitimate.


Main Point:  Regardless of its goals, the United States was not a legitimate authority to interfere with the future of Vietnam, and its client state South Vietnam was also not a legitimate representative of the Vietnamese people.

I.  The government of South Vietnam was not legitimate.  The US created a country where none had existed before to prevent the Vietminh from taking power after their victory in the French Indochina War.   Its leaders were chosen and supported by the United States, not the people of Vietnam.



A.  The division between North and South Vietnam was intended to be temporary.

B.  1954 Geneva Accords ended French Indo-China War.  

· called for elections by 1956

· So. Vietnam, backed by US refused to hold them

· The country of South Vietnam was a fiction, created by the United States in defiance of the settlement of the French-Indochina War. 



C. Two years later, the US, realized that that fictional country could not win the election called for in the agreement:

 Article 14 (a) Pending the general elections which will bring about the unification of Viet-Nam, the conduct of civil administration in each regrouping zone shall be in the hands of the party whose forces are to be regrouped there in virtue of the present Agreement



II.  The United States was not a legitimate authority in Vietnam.  Vietnam had a legitimate government.  The US was a foreign invading power, attacking the legitimate government in Vietnam and installing and removing leaders of South Vietnam at will.


A.  Vietnam declared its independence August, 1945


"All men are created equal. They are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness"  This immortal statement was made in the Declaration of Independence of the United States of America m 1776… 


B.  The US supported and encouraged the assassination of the President of Vietnam in 1963

III.   The United States was not considered a legitimate authority, even by outsiders.  The Geneva Accords expressly forbid foreign countries from establishing military bases in Vietnam and it forbid either North or South Vietnam from joining any military alliance.  Thus, did exactly what the international community and Vietnam warned against:  It created a military alliance, SEATO, and it began plans to send troops to Vietnam.


A. Article 19 Geneva Accords:

With effect from the date of entry into force of the present Agreement, no military base under the control of a foreign State may be established in the regrouping zone of either party; the two parties shall ensure that the zones assigned to them do not adhere to any military alliance and are not used for the resumption of hostilities or to further an aggressive policy.


B.  The US was an illegitimate party, defending an illegitimate party in violation of a legitimate agreement, the Geneva Accords.
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	JFK TAPE DETAILS HIGH-LEVEL VIETNAM COUP PLOTTING IN 1963;


	DOCUMENTS SHOW NO THOUGHT OF DIEM ASSASSINATION;


	U.S. OVERESTIMATED INFLUENCE ON SAIGON GENERALS.





	Washington D.C., November 5, 2003 - A White House tape of President Kennedy and his advisers, published this week in a new book-and-CD collection and excerpted on the Web, confirms that top U.S. officials sought the November 1, 1963 coup against then-South Vietnamese leader Ngo Dinh Diem without apparently considering the physical consequences for Diem personally (he was murdered the following day).
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	Whereas naval units of the Communist regime in Vietnam, in violation of the principles of the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Charter_of_the_United_Nations"��Charter of the United Nations� and of international law, have deliberately and repeatedly attacked United States naval vessels lawfully present in international waters, and have thereby created a serious threat to international peace; and


	Whereas theses attacks are part of a deliberate and systematic campaign of aggression that the Communist regime in North Vietnam has been waging against its neighbors and the nations joined with them in the collective defense of their freedom; and


	Whereas the United States is assisting the peoples of southeast Asia to protect their freedom and has no territorial, military or political ambitions in that area, but desires only that these peoples should be left in peace to work out their own destinies in their own way: Now, therefore, be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled. That the Congress approves and supports the determination of the President, as Commander in Chief, to take all necessary measures to repel any armed attack against the forces of the United States and to prevent further aggression.











