Rebuttal

Expected points:

1.  The South Vietnamese government was unstable because of a communist insurgency against it.  The US was trying to bring legitimacy to it.

Response:

· The “communist” government was legitimate in the first place.  The US prevented democratic elections from taking place.

· Vietnamese north and south considered the US outsiders

· Vietnamese had fought outsiders—Chinese, French, American, for centuries

2.  Neither the US nor South Vietnam signed the Geneva Accords

Response:

· Neither the US nor South Vietnam was involved in the French Indo-china War.  The negotiations were between the French and the Viet Minh—the legitimate authorities representing the two parties to the war.

· The US claimed “that these peoples should be left in peace to work out their own destinies in their own way…”
  It should have done this from the beginning in 1945.
� “The Vietnam War: An Overview,” Accessed May 9, 2010, http://vietnam.vassar.edu/overview.html





According to the terms of the Geneva Accords, Vietnam would hold national elections in 1956 to reunify the country. The division at the seventeenth parallel would vanish with the elections. The United States and many anti-Communists did not support the Accords. �HYPERLINK "http://vietnam.vassar.edu/doc3.html"��Secretary of State John Foster Dulles� thought that the political protocols of the Accords gave too much power to the Vietnamese Communists. He was not going to allow the Communists to take southern Vietnam without a fight. Instead, Dulles and President Dwight D. Eisenhower supported the creation of a counter-revolutionary alternative south of the seventeenth parallel.�


� Steven Mintz, Guided Readings: The Vietnam War, Accessed May 9, 2010, http://www.gilderlehrman.org/teachers/module_pop_intro.php?module_id=587&reading_id=416





Why Vietnam? 


The United States intervened in Vietnam without appreciating the fact that the Vietnamese people had a strong nationalistic spirit rooted in centuries of resisting colonial powers. In a predominantly Buddhist country, the French-speaking Catholic leaders of South Vietnam were generally viewed as representatives of France, the former colonial power. Communists were able to capitalize on nationalistic, anti-Western sentiment.


� Mintz, “Into the Quagmire”.


� Tonkin Gulf Resolution





