The Decision to Drop the Atomic Bomb

Resolved:

The use of the atomic bomb on Japan was consistent with the principles of Just War.

Principles of the Just War

1. A just war can only be waged as a last resort. All non-violent options must be exhausted before the use of force can be justified.

2. A war is just only if it is waged by a legitimate authority. Even just causes cannot be served by actions taken by individuals or groups who do not constitute an authority sanctioned by whatever the society and outsiders to the society deem legitimate.

3. A just war can only be fought to redress a wrong suffered. For example, self-defense against an armed attack is always considered to be a just cause (although the justice of the cause is not sufficient--see point #4). Further, a just war can only be fought with "right" intentions: the only permissible objective of a just war is to redress the injury.

4. A war can only be just if it is fought with a reasonable chance of success. Deaths and injury incurred in a hopeless cause are not morally justifiable.

5. The ultimate goal of a just war is to re-establish peace. More specifically, the peace established after the war must be preferable to the peace that would have prevailed if the war had not been fought.

6. The violence used in the war must be proportional to the injury suffered. States are prohibited from using force not necessary to attain the limited objective of addressing the injury suffered.

7. The weapons used in war must discriminate between combatants and non-combatants. Civilians are never permissible targets of war, and every effort must be taken to avoid killing civilians. The deaths of civilians are justified only if they are unavoidable victims of a deliberate attack on a military target.

I. Opening Statements (2-3 minutes)

Negative

Affirmative

II. Round One: Affirmative/Negative Statements (18 total minutes – 3 minutes/presentation):
(5)Re-establish Peace (A/N)
(3)Right Intention (N/A)
(1)Last Resort (A/N)
III. Rebuttals (15 total minutes)
Negative Rebuttal
Affirmative Rebuttal

Discussion
IV. Round Two:  Continued Affirmative/Negative Statements (18 total minutes – 3 minutes/presentation):

(4)Chance of Success
(6)End Proportional to the Means
(7)Discrimination


IV. Rebuttals and Conclusions (15 total minutes)
Affirmative Rebuttal
Negative Rebuttal

Discussion

Concluding Statements


After Debating each team will hand in a casebook that includes:

1. Title Page

2. Index

3. List of team members and responsibilities of each

4. Outline of Opening Statement

5. One outline for each person detailing one line of the argument based on one or more of the principles of Just War. Each outline MUST include the following

a. At the top, the principle being argued and its definition (Just Cause, for example)

b. A brief, clear explanation of the main point and how it supports the overall argument

c. At least 3 supporting points, well articulated, that further breakdown the argument 

d. Each of the 3 points must be supported with two specific factual details about it.

e. Each detail must be cited and each individual must cite a minimum of 2 primary sources  and 2 secondary sources to support his or her argument
6. Each person will consider 2 points that the other team might make and bullet major points with which to respond, including source citations.

OUTLINE FORMAT

	1. One outline for each person detailing one line of the argument based on one or more of the principles of Just War. Each outline MUST include the following:
	

	a. At the top, the principle being argued and its definition (Just Cause, for example)
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JUST WAR PRINCIPLE

	


YOUR ARGUMENT IN RELATION TO THE ABOVE PRINCIPLE (3-5 SENTENCES AND BE SURE TO TOUCH ON ALL PARTS OF THE PRINCIPLE)

	



REASON #1



REASON #2


REASON #3

	
	
	


FACTUAL EVIDENCE

FACTUAL EVIDENCE
FACTUAL EVIDENCE
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SPEAKING DEBATE EXPECTATIONS
Resolved:  The use of the atomic bomb on Japan was consistent with the principles of Just War.


Introduction:

· Brief, clear summary of the issues which will be presented

· Spoke clearly, from notes or memory, did nor read word for word

· 2 MINUTES
Affirmative and Negative statements:

· Spoke clearly, from notes or memory, did nor read word for word

· Stayed on topic, directly addressed one or more of the principles of “Just War”

· Stated argument clearly supported it with several factual references

· Made reference to two or more reliable sources

· 3 minutes

Rebuttal:

· Clear and articulate

· Directly addressed points made by the opposing team

· Cited specific factual information 

· Conclusion (Round Two):  Brief, clear, articulate summary of the strengths of one argument and the weaknesses of the other.

The Atomic Bomb

Final Project Assessment

Name:

Group:

Your final evaluation of this unit is based on your individual and group work, presentations and writing. The assessment seeks to accurately make judgment of the material, knowledge and overall strength of one’s work. In order to reach this end I ask that you evaluate yourself and group on the same criteria with which I will evaluate you. Please read the opposite side first to understand what is expected. Thank you for your assistance.

My responsibilities in the group included:

On a scale of 0 to 100 I would give myself _________ because (include what responsibilities you fulfilled or did not fulfill and additional reasons that explain why you deserve this grade)

Name of Group Member

Grade (0-100)



Reason

Debate Assessment

Name:

Group:

Your final evaluation is based on the following

Group:

(Group) The casebook is scrupulously detailed and organized. Each section should be clear and contain all relevant information. It should be presented neatly with the entire compilation of the work completed for the debate. This will be handed in after the completion of the debate. Each participant has handed in relevant information that is properly categorized and organized in a logical manner. In addition to the requirements a separate section should exist for each your team’s q & a, possible questions against your team, evidence, and, for the other team, counter questions and evidence.

_____: 1-15

(Group) Throughout the preparation for the debate and during the debate the group works closely together, sharing responsibilities and cooperating in an effort to fulfill a common goal. The group should demonstrate consistent and effective communication between team members. Each day in class the entire group should meet to review essential information and goals. During the debate the entire group should reflect extensive planning and preparation and function as one organized unit.

____: 1-20

Individual:

(Individual) Spent entire time allotted during class diligently studying, researching and preparing for debate by thoroughly fulfilling individual obligations, actively assisting team members and taking initiative

______: 1-20

(Individual) Demonstrated, through daily checks and materials submitted in casebook, conducting extensive research and additional work for the team outside of class. This should include an abundance of notes on specific, relevant topics and people, locating and discovering useful and effective primary sources, detailed and specific questions, answers and additional notes in casebook, and the meticulous completion of assigned tasks and goals for each day leading up to the debate.

_____: 1-25

(Individual) During debate is composed and utterly prepared to fulfill obligations. This includes complete understanding of role, carefully organized, directly engaged and willingly assisting in and participating in the debate. Furthermore, you should be prepared with primary documents to submit as evidence with bibliographic information.

_____: 1-20

Final Evaluation:
Group: 
______ (35)

Individual:
______ (65)

Final: 

______ (100)

