From the Great Depression to the Great Recession

In 2008 the United States, and much of the world, began what may be the worst economic downturn since the 1930’s Great Depression. Unemployment increased, people could not afford their homes, and savings evaporated. In an effort to understand the impact of severe economic problems, you will develop a photograph essay, photographing some of the economic struggles evident in Barre and the area. With a minimum of 12 photographs, and captions for each, your images should attempt to show economic struggles in Barre. We have viewed many photographs from the Great Depression and considered their power/influence. Photography is incredibly powerful and your photographs should reflect on the economic problems, issues, etc. that impact Barre, Vermont. 

Photo Essay 
Outside of school time you will be required to take an abundance of photographs that reflect the economic struggles of the community. These photographs can include anything that you feel reflects economic struggling. You will bring these photos to school in electronic form 

STEPS:

1. Get access to a digital camera

2. Practice taking photographs

a. Play around with angles, close ups, and different camera functions

3. Take an abundance (40+) of photographs related to the essays theme

4. Decide which photographs flow well together to tell a story about economic struggles

5. In the program of your choosing, import photographs (minimum of 12)

6. Decide on the order of the photographs (Think of the frames of a photo essay like panels in a comic strip. Each image should be helping to tell the story; if it doesn't add to the story, it may be unnecessary)
7. For each photograph you should write 3-5 sentences 

a. Explain the photograph (Who, What, Where, When, Why)

b. How do you, the photographer and person, feel this connects to the economic struggles
8. Present

Photography Advice:

· Decide what the key subject (of the photo is); try to eliminate
anything unnecessary in the composition
· Take multiple exposures of a scene or subject (to ensure that one will be "good" - in focus and properly exposed)
