Excerpt from “Lynch Law in Georgia”
by Ida B. Wells, 189916

CONSIDER THE FACTS.
During six weeks of the months of March and April just past, twelve colored men were lynched in Georgia, the reign of outlawry culminating in the torture and hanging of the colored preacher, Elijah Strickland, and the burning alive of Samuel Wilkes, alias Hose, Sunday, April 23, 1899. . . . The real purpose of these savage demonstrations is to teach the Negro that in the South he has no rights that the law will enforce. . . . Samuel Hose was burned to teach the Negroes that no matter what a white man does to them, they must not
resist . . .

ELIJAH STRICKLAND, A COLORED PREACHER, LYNCHED.
Sunday night, April 23d, a mob seized a well-known colored preacher, Elijah Strickland, and, after savage torture, slowly strangled him to death. The following account of the lynching is taken from the Atlanta Constitution:

Palmetto. Ga., April 24.—(Special.)—The body of Lige Strickland, the negro who was implicated in the Cranford murder by Sam Hose, was found this morning swinging to the limb of a persimmon tree within a mile and a quarter of this place, as told in the Constitution extra yesterday. Before death was allowed to end the sufferings of the Negro, his ears were cut off and the small finger of his left hand was severed at the second joint. One of these trophies was in Palmetto to-day.
On the chest of the Negro was a scrap of blood-stained paper, attached with an ordinary pin. On one side this paper contained the following: “ . . . [W]e must protect our Ladies.

23--99.” The other side of the paper contained a warning to the Negroes of the neighborhood.

It read as follows:
“Beware all darkies. You will be treated the same way.”
Before being finally lynched, Lige Strickland was given a chance to confess to the misdeeds
of which the mob supposed him to be guilty, but he protested his innocence until the end.
Glossary
• Outlawry: breaking the law, criminal behavior
• Culminating: ending
• Savage: brutal, uncivilized
• Atlanta Constitution: the name of a popular newspaper in Georgia
• Implicated: was said to be involved
