WORLD GEOGRAPHY

TERM PAPER
For your term paper you will research 1 specific European or Oceania country. You will choose one of the countries below. Once you have chosen a country you will research that country and decide on 3 major topics that your paper will focus on. Once you have completed your research you will write a 3 page paper with quotes and specific information on your country. 

Take the process step by step. Failure to complete the paper will result in an automatic failure for the quarter.

STEP 1: Choose a country – DAY 1

· Albania
· Andorra
· Armenia
· Austria
· Azerbaijan
· Belarus
· Belgium
· Bosnia and Herzegovina
· Bulgaria
· Croatia
· Czech Republic
· Denmark
· Estonia
· Finland
· France
· Georgia
· Germany
· Greece
· Hungary
· Iceland
· Ireland
· Italy
· Kazakhstan
· Latvia
· New Zealand
· Fiji
· East Timor
· Papa New Guinea
· Liechtenstein
· Lithuania
· Luxembourg
· Republic of Macedonia
· Malta
· Moldova
· Monaco
· Netherlands
· Norway
· Poland
· Portugal
· Romania
· Russia
· San Marino
· Serbia and Montenegro
· Slovakia
· Slovenia
· Spain
· Sweden
· Switzerland
· Turkey
· Ukraine
· United Kingdom
· Vatican City
· Australia
STEP 2: Choosing Topics – DAY 1
You will now research 3 things about the country. Choose 3 things from the list below. If there is something not on the list then please ask about researching it:

· Music 

· Food

· Sports

· Government

· History

· Wildlife (animals)

· Physical Geography

· Dress

· Traditions

· Religions

· Climate

· Economy

· Agriculture

· Tourist Attractions

· Cities

· Laws

· Fine Arts

· Holidays

· Military

· Environment Concerns

· Social Problems

· Population Information

STEP 3: Research – Day 1-4
Using the attached NOTE TAKING SHEETS you will begin to research the specific topics. If you are having trouble finding information please ask for help. It is absolutely important that you cite the sources that you are using. You must write down where you getting your information from. You should also gather specific quotes from people from your country. These quotes should be related to the topics. Follow the order below

· LOOK in encyclopedias (1 source)
· LOOK in country references books (2 sources)
· LOOK on the internet (2 sources)
When taking notes you should NOT write complete sentences – You are simply gathering information. When you find comments of people from the country talking about your topic – Then you should quote exactly what they say. You will use these quotes as evidence in your paper. You should gather a minimum of 6 quotes.

STEP 4: OUTLINE (Day 5)
Fill out the form below

Only write in complete sentences for thesis and quotes

Introduction (Paragraph #1)

· Country and Paper theme: ________________________________________________________

· Topic #1: ________________________________________________________

· Topic #2: ________________________________________________________

· Topic #3: ________________________________________________________

· Thesis (Combine all 3 of your topics into 1-2 sentences that tells the reader the central purpose of paper): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TOPIC #1 (Paragraphs #2 and #3)

· Main idea(s) of topic #1: ________________________________________________________

· 3-5 specific things about topic #1: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· 1-2 specific quotes from people about topic #1 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Bibliography information on the quote: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TOPIC #2 (Paragraphs #4 and #5)

· Main idea(s) of topic #1: ________________________________________________________

· 3-5 specific things about topic #1: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· 1-2 specific quotes from people about topic #1 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Bibliography information on the quote: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TOPIC #3 (Paragraphs #6 and #7)

· Main idea(s) of topic #1: ________________________________________________________

· 3-5 specific things about topic #1: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· 1-2 specific quotes from people about topic #1 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Bibliography information on the quote: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion (Paragraph #8)
· How are the 3 topics connected? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· How do the 3 topics reflect the life and culture of your country? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What is the value in knowing this information? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 5: Writing the Rough Draft (DAY 6-7)

8 Paragraph Term Paper

Below is an outline of how you will write this paper. Be sure to follow the format below. The keys to the paper:

· Each paragraph should be 5-7 sentences

· Keep each Body paragraph focused on a specific topic

· Use specific examples

· Include Primary Source Quotes

· Do not use “I” “You” “Our” “us” or any first person

I. Introduction: (Paragraph #1)
Main idea of paper (1-2 sentence) 

Sub-Topic #1 (1 sentence): 

Sub-Topic #2 (1 sentence): 

Sub-Topic #3 (1 sentence): 

Thesis Statement – (1-2 sentences): Connect all 3 Sub-Topics

II. Body

Paragraph 2: Topic #1 ---- 

1 sentence - Main idea of paragraph

3-5 sentences - Examples and Explaining of Topic

1 sentence – Close and tie together this paragraph


Paragraph 3: Topic #1



1 sentence – transition from previous paragraph



1 sentence – introduce a specific quote



1-2 sentences – quote (be sure to cite quote using endnotes)



1-2 sentences – explain significance of quote

1 sentence – wrapping up and emphasizing major ideas of Topic #1

Paragraph 4: Topic #2 ---- 

1 sentence - Main idea of paragraph and transition from Topic #1

3-5 sentences - Examples and Explaining of Topic

1 sentence – Close and tie together this paragraph


Paragraph 5: Topic #2



1 sentence – transition from previous paragraph



1 sentence – introduce a specific quote



1-2 sentences – quote (be sure to cite quote using endnotes)



1-2 sentences – explain significance of quote

1 sentence – wrapping up and emphasizing major ideas of Topic #2

Paragraph 6: Topic #3 ---- 

1 sentence - Main idea of paragraph

3-5 sentences - Examples and Explaining of Topic

1 sentence – Close and tie together this paragraph


Paragraph 7: Topic #3


1 sentence – transition from previous paragraph



1 sentence – introduce a specific quote



1-2 sentences – quote (be sure to cite quote using endnotes)



1-2 sentences – explain significance of quote

1 sentence – wrapping up and emphasizing major ideas of Topic #3

III. Conclusion (Paragraph #8)

A. Connect all topics and how together they support the main idea and thesis the entire paper

B. Emphasize what your topics say about the country and how it reflects what the country is

C. End Strong

STEP 6: Revise Rough Draft (Day 8)

· Make sure there are not spelling or grammar errors

· Be sure that it is not confusing

· Be sure that you have at least 3 quotes

· Be sure that the format above is followed

· Be sure that the quotes are cited using the correct endnote format

Step 7: Create Final Paper

· Create a title page that includes: Paper title, your name, date and course

· Font should be size 12 and in Times New Roman

· The paper should be double-spaced and at least 3 pages long (not including title page or endnote page)

· You should hand in – in the following order

*Title Page

*Paper

*Endnotes

*Scoring Sheet

Research Paper

Your paper is assessed on organization, specifics and accuracy, clarity, strength of argument, and development and thoroughness of paper.

______________’s paper

1. Organization – The paper has an introduction, body, and conclusion. The paper is ordered in an understandable, logical and appropriate format. The paper has strong, smooth transition sentences between paragraphs.  Paragraphs are focused and are related to the thesis.

      5


4

3

  2

      1


Excellent
        Good
   Needs Work
Poor
       Unsatisfactory

2. Specifics and Accuracy – The paper relies on accurate and specific information.  The author uses relevant primary and secondary sources. Information is related to topic.  Writer uses endnotes to appropriately cite information.

      5


4

3

  2

      1


Excellent
        Good
   Needs Work
Poor
       Unsatisfactory

3. Clarity – Writing is clear and understandable.  Sentences are grammatically correct, make sense, and are appropriately intertwined into the paper.  Overall writing demonstrates thorough revision and editing.

      5


4

3

  2

      1


Excellent
        Good
   Needs Work
Poor
       Unsatisfactory

4. Strength of Argument – The writer presents a thesis in the introduction.  Throughout the paper the writer supports the thesis and relates information back to the thesis based on evidence and cited information.  Furthermore, the thesis is the essential and only issue of the paper.

      5


4

3

  2

      1


Excellent
        Good
   Needs Work
Poor
       Unsatisfactory

5. Development and Thoroughness of Paper – The paper maintains a clear direction.  The paper provides the necessary background information and guides the reader. A common thread pulls the reader through the paper and the writer provides details for each topic. Overall writing is engaging, interesting and thoughtful.

      5


4

3

  2

      1


Excellent
        Good
   Needs Work
Poor
       Unsatisfactory

________/25 = ______%
