THE ENLIGHTENMENT, PHILOSOPHERS

AND YOUR GOVERNMENT

Modern World History

Over the past week you have studied the Enlightenment, focusing on 6 philosophers and their views of government, human nature, and society.  These philosophers include John Locke, Thomas Hobbes, Cesare Beccaria, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Hume, Voltaire, and Montesquieu.  For your project you will borrow from their ideas and develop your ideal government.  This project is composed of 4 parts and must reflect the political and philosophical ideas that you have learned.  Do your best to create a government that is original and do not simply develop a government that is identical to the United States.

The project will include the following:

1. A document that describes your political theory (a “treatise” or “manifesto”). This will include your philosophical position on why you choose to create the form of government that you did. (For example, if I wanted complete anarchy I might write about how I feel that all humans are generally good and can work well together.) 

2. A description of the systems that will operate your government. This will include things related to who holds power, any hierarchies in your government, the relationship between the government and the individual people, etc.  (For example, if I were to describe the systems that operate the United States government I would talk about the executive, legislature, and judicial branches and the system of checks and balances so no sector of the government becomes too powerful.  In addition, I would talk about how the people vote for most of their leaders and the leaders are supposed to be accountable to and speak up for those who elect them.) 

3. A reflective piece that describes whose philosophical theories shaped the ideas you describe in parts 1 and 2.  In this section you should make reference to at least 4 of the philosophers listed above and explain why you used their ideas and how their thoughts helped you to create an ideal government.  This section must be specific and you should demonstrate a clear understanding of the thoughts of the philosophers.

4. A drawing (done by yourself) that symbolizes the government that you create.

****Each section should be separate.  Furthermore, in sections 1-3, it is crucial that you provide specific information and details in order to clearly explain your government and justify it through reason and support.***

Your Government Project: 

BE SPECIFIC, AVOID GENERAL STATEMENTS, EXPLAIN YOUR IDEAS

Part 1:

· Explain what life is like before governments ever existed

· Connect this to what humans are like in their natural state. 

· What is human nature? 

· Selfish, reasonable, cooperative, savage-like, etc.

· Explain what rights, if any, the people have and how the government, being strong, weak, in the middle or whatever, deals with these rights.

· Be sure to explain what these rights mean

· For example: “liberty,” “property,” “pursuit of happiness,” “life,” etc.

· Explain why people decide to have a government and how people are capable of agreeing to have a government.

· What is the purpose of the government?

· Protection (from what)?

· Judge disputes?

· Build roads?

· Explain under what circumstances people have a right, or responsibility, to revolt.

Part 2:

· Specifically explain the different parts of the government

· Describe a hierarchy if one exists

· Describe the responsibilities of different parts of the government

· Clearly explain why people accept this government and do not overthrow it

· Do people have their opinions heard by the government? How? Why or why not?

· Provide examples 

· What is the relationship between the government and the individual?

· Masters and Slaves

· Working together

· Etc.

· Directly explain how the systems of government reflect your political theory explained in part 1.

· Why is this government appropriate in regards to human nature and the rights people have

Part 3:

· This is a formal 6 paragraph essay

· Introduce the main philosophers your government and political theory agree and/or disagree with

· Discuss each of the above philosophers

· What are their ideas you are referring to

· How does your political theory and/or government reflect these ideas? Or, why does your political theory and/or government choose not to reflect these ideas?

· These ideas should be demonstrated in Part 1 or Part 2

· End this section by bringing together all these ideas and why this makes for the best government

	
	9-10 - Excellent and Exceeding
	7.5-8.5 Meeting and Reaching
	6-7 Needs Improvement
	0-5.5 - Lacking and Insufficient

	Part 1
	
	
	
	

	Natural

State
	Specifically details and describes the natural state, providing clear and descriptive insight into human interaction, human state of mind and the condition of society. The writing is meticulously logical, reasonable and thoughtful
	Specifically describes the natural state, providing clear insight into human interaction, human state of mind and the condition of society. The writing is logical and thoughtful
	Generally describes the natural state, provides some insight into human interaction, human state of mind and the condition of society. The writing is at times unclear
	Description of the natural state is often confusing and has little insight into human interaction, human state of mind and the condition of society. The writing is often unclear

	Natural

Rights
	Clear, thoughtful explanation of natural rights. Rights and exceptions are rationally and reasonable described. Rights logically correspond and relate to the natural state
	Clear explanation of natural rights. Rights and exceptions are described. Rights logically correspond and relate to the natural state
	Brief explanation of natural rights. Rights and exceptions are somewhat described. Rights at times do not correspond and relate to the natural state
	Explanation of natural rights is confusing and the rights are barely described. Rights often do not correspond and relate to the natural state

	Creating

a 

Govern-ment
	Author provides a step-by-step detailed theory of how people came to create a government. This should precisely and specifically demonstrate careful consideration of the natural state and natural right(s). It should be written in careful and slow manner providing logical explanations for each step.
	Author provides a detailed theory of how people came to create a government. This should specifically demonstrate careful consideration of the natural state and natural right(s). It should be written in careful manner providing explanations for each step.
	Author provides a theory of how people came to create a government. This should demonstrate consideration of the natural state and natural right(s). It should provide brief explanations for each step.
	Author provides a theory of how people came to create a government. This should demonstrate consideration of the natural state and natural right(s). It should provide brief explanations for each step

	Part 2
	
	
	
	

	The 

Govern-ment
	Each part of the government is described in specific detail, clearly explaining the function, purpose, and those involved with great precision. The hierarchy, and/or, decision making process for each section of the government is specifically explained. It is explained how and why the government has these responsibilities 
	Each part of the government is described in detail, explaining the function, purpose, and those involved with precision. The hierarchy, and/or, decision making process for each section of the government is explained. It is explained how and why the government has these responsibilities
	The government is described in detail, explaining the function, purpose, and those involved. The hierarchy, and/or, decision making process for each section of the government is somewhat explained. It is somewhat explained how and why the government has these responsibilities
	The government is vaguely described. The hierarchy, and/or, decision making process for each section of the government is confusing .

	The people
	The role of the people is detailed with full, complete explanations for how and why the masses are involved, or not involved, in the decisions making and ruling of the government
	The role of the people is explained. Providing answers for how and why the masses are involved, or not involved, in the decisions making and ruling of the government
	The role of the people is explained but confusing. There are minimal details in how and why the masses are involved, or not involved, in the decisions making and ruling of the government
	The role of the people is unclear with little to no explanation for how or why they are involved.

	Theory

and

Govern-ment
	The government, the people, and their roles are clearly agreement with the natural state explained in Part 1. This should be thoughtfully explained and the logical relationship must be apparent throughout Part 2. The government’s and the masses’ roles should be a direct reflection of the issues presented in Part 1, natural state, natural rights, level of reason.
	The government, the people, and their roles are in agreement with the natural state explained in Part 1. This should be explained and the relationship must be apparent throughout Part 2. The government’s and the masses’ roles should be a reflection of the issues presented in Part 1, natural state, natural rights, level of reason.
	The government, the people, and their roles are mostly in agreement with the natural state explained in Part 1. This is explained and the relationship is somewhat apparent throughout Part 2. The government’s and the masses’ roles usually reflect the issues presented in Part 1, natural state, natural rights, level of reason.
	The government, the people, and their roles are often not in agreement with the natural state explained in Part 1. The relationship is often illogical. The government’s and the masses’ roles should be a barely reflect the issues presented in Part 1, natural state, natural rights, level of reason.

	Part 3
	
	
	
	

	Knowledge of Philosophers
	The author discusses four philosophers and details all the specific information regarding that philosopher that was discussed in class. The author demonstrates a mastery understanding of these concepts.

	The author discusses four philosophers and has specific information regarding that philosopher that was discussed in class. The author demonstrates an understanding of these concepts.
	The author discusses four philosophers with little details. The author demonstrates a little understanding of these concepts.
	The author discusses four or less philosophers with few details and little reflection of knowledge..

	Connections to Part 1 and Part 2
	The author should directly explain how their government and theory is in agreement and/or disagreement with each of the four philosophers in the paper. This should be thoroughly explained and thoughtful.
	The author should explain how their government and theory is in agreement and/or disagreement with each of the four philosophers in the paper. This should be explained.
	The author makes vague and broad connections between the government and each of the four philosophers.
	The author barely connects the government to the ideas of each of the four philosophers.

	Writing Conventions
	The paper has six paragraphs, including an introduction and conclusion. The paper is free of grammatical errors. The paper’s words and sentences flow well, with a thesis, topic sentences, concluding sentences. The writing is clear and concise demonstrating exceptional prose.


	The paper has six paragraphs, including an introduction and conclusion. The paper is minor grammatical errors. The paper’s words and sentences connect well, with a thesis, topic sentences, concluding sentences. The writing is clear.


	The paper has six paragraphs, including and introduction and conclusion. The paper has several grammatical errors. The paper’s words and sentences are a bit disconnected. The thesis, topic sentences, concluding sentences are somewhat weak. 


	The paper has six paragraphs, including and introduction and conclusion. The paper is confusing because of grammar and mechanical errors. The paper does not flow from one sentence to the next.



	The Cover
	The drawing is detailed, thoughtful and effectively conveys a deeper symbolic meaning
	The drawing is detailed, thoughtful and demonstrates significant time and effort
	The drawing appears rushed with minimal consideration given to a deeper symbolic meaning
	The drawing appears rushed and sloppy reflecting little time or effort.


