July 1932 Recorded Speech
  

 ... The great time of decision has arrived. Destiny has given Germany's present rulers more than thirteen years to prove themselves and to show what they can do.They themselves pronounce the most damning judgement on themselves, for by the very nature of their propaganda today they acknowledge the failure of theirefforts. 

Once they wanted to govern Germany better than it had been governed in the past, and all they can say about their art of governing is that Germany and the German People are not yet dead. In those November days in 1918 they solemnly swore to lead our nation,and especially the German work force towards a better economic future. They have had almost fourteen years 
to keep that promise, and they cannot cite a single German trade or profession as evidence of their success. 

The German farmer is in dire straits, the middle class is ruined, the hopes of many millions of people that social conditions would improve have been dashed; a third of the work force, male and female, is unemployed and thus without a livelihood. The national government (Reich), the local authorities and the individual German states are overburdened with debt, everywhere finances are in disarray and the public purse is empty. 

How much more could they have destroyed? But the worst thing is that they have destroyed the Nation's faith, leaving it utterly without hope or confidence. In thirteen years they have not succeeded in mobilizing the forces dormant within our nation. On the contrary! In their fear of awakening the nation they have created dissension, pitting town against country, salaried workers against civil servants, blue collar workers against white collar workers, Bavarians against Prussians, Catholics against Protestants and so on. 

The energies of our race have been consumed solely in dealing with its own internal problems. What remained for the world outside Germany were fantasies, fantastic hopes of cultural awareness, international law, the world conscience, conferences of 
ambassadors, the League of Nations, the Second International, the Third International, proletarian solidarity and so forth. And the world treated us accordingly. And so, slowly  the destruction of Germany has progressed and only a maniac could hope that the forces which caused this decline could now achieve the nation's regeneration. If the partiescurrently in power are serious about saving Germany, why haven't they done so? If they really wanted to save Germany, why hasn't it happened? If the men of these parties honestly intended to do that, then their programmes must have been wrong. If their programmes were right, then they themselves could not have genuinely wanted to save Germany, or else they were simply too ignorant or too weak. 

After thirteen years during which they have totally destroyed Germany, the time has finally come now to eliminate them, too. Whether the current parliamentary parties survive is not important, what matters is to save the German nation from complete destruction. 

It is our duty to defeat these parties because to ensure their own survival they are constantly compelled to divide the nation. For years they have told the German working man that he could ensure his own salvation unassisted. For years they have fooled the 
farmer into believing that only his own organization would help him. The middle class was supposed to be saved from ruin by middle class parties and industry saved by industrial parties. Catholics were was supposed to seek refuge in the Centre Party (Zentrum) and Protestants in the Christian Social People's Service (Christlichsozialer Volksdienst). Yes,and in the end the home owners got their own political representation just like the renters,the salaried workers and the civil servants. 

But now these attempts to divide the nation into classes, estates, professions and confessions and to lead them one by one towards a better economic future have finally failed. 

On the day when we founded our National Socialist movement we were already convinced that the fate of the individual German is inseparably linked with the fate of the entire nation. If Germany is ruined the worker cannot prosper in favourable social conditions nor can the entrepreneur; and neither will the farmer be able to save himself nor the middle class. No, the ruin of the Reich, the collapse of the nation means the ruin and destruction of us all! No one confession and not a single German tribe (Stamm) will escape the fate which will overtake us collectively. 

On the day when the National Socialist movement was founded we had long since realized that it was not the proletariat which would triumph over the middle class, nor the middle class which would triumph over the proletariat. In the end it would be the 
 international financiers alone who would triumph over both. And this is precisely what has happened! 

Recognizing this process of decay thirteen years ago I and a handful of others formed a new movement, whose very name is intended to proclaim the new national community.Socialism cannot exist unless it is served by the power of the intellect, nor can there be social well-being unless it is protected and its existence ensured by the strength of a nation. And there can be no nation and thus no nationalism unless the millions of intellectual workers are joined by the millions of manual labourers and the millions of farm workers. 

As long as nationalism and socialism march onward as separate ideas they will be vanquished by the united forces which oppose them. On the day when these two ideas unite as one, they will be invincible! 

And who would deny that when everything in Germany is falling apart and in decline,when both the economy and political life are grinding to a standstill or are already at an end, one single organization has enjoyed an unheard of and astonishing upswing? 

Thirteen years ago with seven men I began this task of unifying Germany, and today more than 13 million have joined our ranks! But it is not their number which matters; what matters is the kind of person they are! Thirteen million people from all walks of life, thirteen million workers, farmers and intellectuals, thirteen million Catholics and Protestants from all the German regions and tribes have formed an inseparable alliance.And thirteen million Germans have recognized that the future of each of them lies only inthe collective struggle and collective success of all of them. 

Millions of farmers have now realized that whether they themselves understand the necessity for their existence is not important. What matters is to enlighten those in other walks of life and other professions about the German farmer and to gain their support for him. 

And today millions of working men have also realized that in spite of all theories their future does not lie in international organizations. What matters is that their fellow Germans realize that without German farmers and German workers Germany cannot be strong. 

And similarly millions of middle class intellectuals have come to realize how unimportanttheir sense of their own worth is, unless the millions of other Germans ultimately recognize the importance of the German intelligentsia. 

Thirteen years ago we National Socialists were laughed at and scorned. Today our opponents are laughing on the other side of their faces! A community of believers has come into being which will slowly overcome the absurd prejudices about class and social status. A community of believers who are determined to take up the struggle to preserve our race, not because they are from Bavaria or Prussia, or Württemberg or Saxony, not because they are Catholics or Protestants, workers or civil servants, middle class citizens or salaried employees and so forth, but because they are all Germans. 

From this feeling that an inseparable bonds unites them all has grown a sense of mutual respect, and from this respect has come understanding and from that understanding the tremendous power which moves us all. 

This is why we National Socialists march forward to each election with the sole commitment that the next day we will resume our efforts to achieve the reorganization of our body politic. For we are not fighting for seats in parliament or cabinet appointments; we are fighting on behalf of our fellow Germans whom we want to - whom we shall -reunite in an inseparable community with a common destiny. 

 The Almighty who has allowed our numbers to grow from seven to thirteen million in thirteen years, will also permit the thirteen million to form the nucleus from which will grow  a new German nation. We believe in a nation. It is for this German nation that we are fighting, and, like thousands of fellow Germans before us, it is to this German nation that we are ready - if called upon - to dedicate ourselves with body and soul. 

If the nation does its duty, the day must come when once again we shall have a Reich with honour and freedom - work and bread! 

MAY 1, 1935 in Berlin
   A WRITER has summed up the impressions made on him by this time in a book which he entitled 'The Decline of the West.' Is it then really to be the end of our history and of our peoples? No! we cannot believe it. This age must be called, not the decline of the West, but the resurrection of the peoples of this West of ours! Only that which was old, decayed and evil perishes; and let it die! But new life will spring up. Faith can be found, if the will is there. Our leadership has the will, and faith is with the people. 
  
So we have come together on this day to prove symbolically that we are more than a collection of individuals striving one against another, that none of us is too proud, none of us too high, none is too rich, and none too poor, to stand together before the face of the Lord and of the world in this indissoluble, sworn community. And this united nation, we have need of it. When was a leadership at any time faced with a heavier task than our German leadership? Consider, my comrades, what our Germany is, and compare it with other countries. What have we? One hundred and thirty-seven people to the square kilometer; no colonies; no raw materials; no foreign exchange, no capital, no longer any foreign credits; only heavy burdens, sacrifices, taxation, and low wages. What have we, compared with the wealth of other States, the wealth of other countries, the wealth of other peoples, with the possibilities of living that they possess? What have we? One thing only; we have our people. Either it is everything or it is nothing. On it alone can we count. On it alone can we build. Everything that we have created up to the present we owe solely to its goodness of heart, its capacity, its loyalty, its decency, its industry, its sense of order. And if I weigh all this in the balance, it seems to me to be more than all that the rest of the world can offer us. So this, I believe, can be our message to the other peoples on this first of May: 'You need have no fear that we want anything of you. We are proud enough to confess that we ourselves own that treasure, which you certainly could not give us - our people.' I could, as leader, think of no more glorious, no prouder task in this world than to serve this people. One might give me continents, but I would rather be the poorest citizen among this people. And with this people we must and shall succeed in achieving also the tasks that are still to come. 

What we want lies clear before us: not war and not strife. Just as we have established peace within our own people, so we want nothing else than peace with the world. For we all know that our great work can succeed only in a time of peace. But just as the leadership of the nation in the domestic sphere has never sacrificed its honor in its relations with the German people, so it can never surrender the honor of the German people in its dealings with the world. 

We know what we owe to the world. May the world come to understand what she can never deny to a proud people, and above all may she comprehend one thing: the Germany of today is not the Germany of yesterday - just as little as the Germany of yesterday was the Germany of today. The German people of the present time is not the German people of the day before yesterday, but the German people of the two thousand years of German history which lie behind us. 
  

Day of Freedom 1935 in Nuremberg
  

German Youth! 

For the third time you have assembled for this parade, over 50,000 representatives of a community which is growing larger 
year by year. The importance of those you represent here each year has constantly increased. Not just in terms of numbers; no, 
we see it here, in terms of value. When I think back to our first parade and to the second and compare today's parade with 
those, I see the same development which we can see in all other aspects of German national life today. Our People are 
becoming visibly more disciplined, fit and trim, and our youth is beginning to follow this lead. The ideal of what a man should be 
has not always been the same even among our People. There were times - they seem to be long ago and we can scarcely 
understand them - when the ideal young German was the young fellow who could handle his beer and his liquor. Today, I can 
say with joy that we no longer idealize the young fellow who can handle his beer and liquor but the young man who can face 
any weather, the tough young man. For what matters is not merely how many glasses of beer he can drink, but how many 
blows he can withstand, not how many nights he can spend doing the rounds of the bars and pubs but how many kilometres he 
can march. Today the German People's ideal is no longer your average beer-drinker but the young men and girls who are fit 
and trim. 

What we want of our German youth is different to what was wanted in the past. In our eyes the German youth of the future 
must be slim and trim, swift as a greyhound, tough as leather and hard as Krupp steel. We have to educate a new type of 
person so that our People are not destroyed by the symptoms of the degeneration of our time. 

We do not waste words, we act. We have begun to educate our People in a new school, to provide them with an education 
which begins in youth and is never-ending. In future a young man will be transferred from one school to the next. Schooling will 
begin with the child and will end with the old veteran of the movement. No one shall say that for him there is a time when he can 
be left entirely to his own devices. It is the duty of each of us to serve his People, it is the duty of each of us to prepare himself 
for this service, to toughen his body and to prepare and strengthen his mind. 

And the earlier this preparation begins, the better. In future we shall not waste ten or fifteen years in the German education 
system and then be forced to correct previous unfortunate mistakes. It is our intention and we have the will to inculcate in the 
hearts of our young the spirit which we in Greater Germany would like to regard, indeed do regard as the only possible one, the 
one which we want to see survive into the future and which we shall see survive. This is not merely our wish, this is what we 
shall accomplish. And you are part of this development, much fitter and much tougher than three years ago. And I know that 
this will continue to improve in the coming years. 

A time is coming when the German People will look at its youth with great joy; we will all enter our mature years free of anxiety 
and with complete confidence, happy because we are profoundly convinced, we know that our lifelong struggle has not been in 
vain. Behind us others march on. And their spirit is our spirit. They have our resolve, our toughness, they are true 
representatives of the life of our race. 

We will make ourselves tough enough to withstand any storm. But we shall never forget that all our virtues and all our strength 
can achieve their combined effect only by obedience to a single will and one command. It is not by chance that we are all 
standing here now. It was not because each individual did what he wanted. You came here because you were summoned by an 
order from the Supreme Commander (Reichsjugendführer) of your movement and because this command was echoed in a 
thousand individual commands. And because each one of these commands was obeyed, an organization has formed from 
millions of individual young Germans and tens of thousands of your fellow members of this organization in Germany have come 
here today to form this rally, this parade. Nothing can be achieved unless one will commands which others must always obey, 
from the highest to the very lowest. And this, together with physical education and the toughening process, is our second great 
task. 

We are a body of followers, but as the word implies, to follow means to show allegiance. We must educate our entire People 
so that if at any time anywhere one person is destined to command, the others recognize that it is their duty to obey, because 
the very next hour it may be their turn to give orders, and this they can do only if in turn others obey them. It is the expression of 
a nation state which speaks with the voice of authority, not of a weak and wordy democracy, but an authoritarian state in which 
everyone is proud to have the privilege of obeying, because he knows: if I have to give orders, I shall be obeyed in precisely the 
same way. Germany is not a chicken coop where everyone runs around and cackles and crows. We are a People who from an 
early age learn discipline. 

If others do not understand us, this need not be our concern. It has never been the worst things in the world that most people 
did not understand, quite the contrary. 

We have not put our hands in our laps and said: "That's something we simply are incapable of doing; nothing more can be done 
about it." No: something can be done! And we have done it! And you, my boys and my girls, you are the living proof of the 
success of what we have done. You are the proof that this idea has taken root in the German Reich and you are the proof that 
this idea has now been realized. Believe me, there will come a time, when German youths will have wonderfully healthy and 
radiant faces, healthy, open, honest, brave and peace-loving. We are not a bunch of rowdies. If the rest of the world 
misinterprets our discipline, we cannot help that. This discipline will cause the world less trouble than the parliamentary 
democratic chaos of our times! We are following our own path and have no desire to cross anyone else's path. Let the others 
not bother us on our way. That is the only precondition for our love of peace. Do harm to no one and let no one harm us! 

If we in this way map out and put in place the path that the German People will follow in life, I believe that there will gradually 
develop and grow within other nations an understanding of such decency, and this understanding will induce one or the other of 
them to offer us their hand as brothers. Let us, however, never forget that friendship is deserved only by the strong and granted 
only by the strong. And so let us make ourselves strong, that is our watchword. And you have a responsibility to me to see that 
this wish is fulfilled. You are the future of the nation, the future of the German Reich! 
  

SEPTEMBER 14, 1936 in Nuremberg
I CAN come to no terms with a Weltanschhauung [bolshevism] which everywhere as its first act after gaining power is - not the liberation of the working people - but the liberation of the scum of humanity, the asocial creatures concentrated in the prisons - and then the letting loose of these wild beasts upon the terrified and helpless world about them.... 

Bolshevism turns flourishing countrysides into sinister wastes of ruins; National Socialism transforms a Reich of destruction and misery into a healthy State and a flourishing economic life.... 

Russia planned a world revolution and German workmen would be used but as cannon-fodder for bolshevist imperialism. But we National Socialists do not wish that our military resources should be employed to impose by force on other peoples what those peoples themselves do not want. Our army does not swear on oath that it will with bloodshed extend the National Socialist idea over other peoples, but that it will with its own blood defend the National Socialist idea and thereby the German Reich, its security and freedom, from the aggression of other peoples.... The German people as soldiers is one of the best peoples in the world: It would have become a veritable 'Fight to the Death Brigade' for the bloody purposes of these international disseminators of strife. We have removed this danger, through the National Socialist Revolution, from our own people and from other peoples.... 

These are only some of the grounds for the antagonisms which separate us from communism. I confess: these antagonisms cannot be bridged. Here are really two worlds which do but grow further apart from each other and can never unite. When in an English newspaper a Parliamentarian complains that we wish to divide Europe into two parts, then unfortunately we are bound to inform this Robinson Crusoe living on his happy British island that - however unwelcome it may be - this division is already an accomplished fact.... That one should refuse to see a thing does not mean that it is not there. For many a year in Germany I have been laughed to scorn as a prophet; for many a year my warnings and my prophecies were regarded as the illusions of a mind diseased.... 

Bolshevism has attacked the foundations of our whole human order, alike in State and society, the foundations of our conception of civilization, of our faith and of our morals: all alike are at stake. If this bolshevism would be content to promote this doctrine in a single land, then other countries might remain unconcerned, but its supreme principle is its internationalism and that means the confession of faith that these views must be carried to triumph throughout the whole world, i.e., that the world as we know it must be turned upside down. That a British headline-writer refuses to recognize this signifies about as much as if in the fifteenth century a humanist in Vienna should have refused to admit the intention of Mohammedanism to extend its influence in Europe and should have objected that this would be to tear the world asunder - to divide it into East and West. Unfortunately I cannot escape the impression that most of those who doubt the danger to the world of bolshevism come themselves from the East. As yet politicians in England have not come to know bolshevism in their own country; we know it already. Since I have fought against these Jewish Soviet ideas in Germany, since I have conquered and stamped out this peril, I fancy that I possess a better comprehension of its character than do men who have only at best had to deal with it in the field of literature.... I have won my successes simply because in the first place I endeavored to see things as they are and not as one would like them to be; secondly, when once I had formed my own opinion I never allowed weaklings to talk me out of it or to cause me to abandon it; and thirdly, because I was always determined in all circumstances to yield to a necessity when once it had been recognized. Today when fate has granted me such great successes I will not be disloyal to these funda- mental principles of mine.... 

. . .: It is not necessary for me to strengthen the fame of the National Socialist Movement, far less that of the German Army, through military triumphs. He who is undertaking such great economic and cultural tasks as we are and is so determined to carry them through can find his fairest memorial only in peace.... But this bolshevism which as we learned only a few months since intends to equip its army so that it may with violence, if necessary, open the gate to revolution amongst other peoples - this bolshevism should know that before the gate of Germany stands the new German Army.... I believe that as a National Socialist I appear in the eyes of many bourgeois democrats as only a wild man. But as a wild man I still believe myself to be a better European, in any event a more sensible one, than they. It is with grave anxiety that I see the possibility in Europe of some such development as this: democracy may continuously disintegrate the European States, may make them internally ever more uncertain in their judgment of the dangers which confront them, may above all cripple all power for resolute resistance. Democracy is the canal through which bolshevism lets its poisons flow into the separate countries and lets them work there long enough for these infections to lead to a crippling of intelligence and of the force of resistance. I regard it as possible that then - in order to avoid something still worse - coalition governments, masked as Popular Fronts or the like, will be formed and that these will endeavor to destroy - and perhaps will successfully destroy - in these peoples the last forces which remain, either in organization or in mental outlook, which could offer opposition to bolshevism. 

The brutal mass-slaughters of National Socialist fighters, the burning of the wives of National Socialist officers after petrol had been poured over them, the massacre of children and of babies of National Socialist parents, e.g. in Spain, are intended to serve as a warning to forces in other lands which represent views akin to those of National Socialism: such forces are to be intimidated so that in a similar position they offer no resistance. If these methods are successful: if the modern Girondins are succeeded by Jacobins, if Kerensky's Popular Front gives place to the Bolshevists, then Europe will sink into a sea of blood and mourning. 

May 1, 1937 in  Berlin
  

... The problems of our survival are more difficult than those of other nations. Perhaps there are nations which can afford the 
luxury of internal strife, quarrelling and beating each other up. Where Nature provides the human race with an abundance of 
everything, it may not value so highly the need for unity of action and thus of will. We Germans, however, have been treated 
very shabbily by Nature on this earth. A great People, an infinitely capable People, a hard-working People, a People who want 
to live and have the right to expect something from life, live in an area which, no matter how hard we work, is much too 
confined and limited to provide us with all we need. When we sometimes hear foreign politicians say: "Why do you need more 
space?", we could reply by asking them: "Why is this so important for you?" Precisely because the struggle to survive is so 
much more difficult in our country than anywhere else, we are forced to draw special conclusions from this which determine our 
fate. We cannot live on phrases, clichés and theories but only on the fruits of our labour, our abilities and our intelligence. 

The most important word in managing our National Socialist economy is not the word "theory", or the word "money", or 
"capital" but the word "production". Believe me, my fellow Germans: it takes more thought, effort and concentration to draw up 
and implement a four year plan that will ensure that our People have the necessities of life in future, than to have a printing press 
churn out more money. 

It is very easy to go before a nation today and say: "We are raising salaries, earnings and wages"; and then the following day we 
raise prices. And it is very easy to say: "We are reducing working hours, in other words productivity, and to compensate for 
this we are raising wages." That is perhaps popular at the time. But the system must collapse, because what keeps people alive 
is not the paper money they receive but the overall production of their fellow citizens. That is the most basic principle of 
National Socialist economic policy. 

Life imposes on each generation its own struggle for this life. The prejudices and the irrationalities which centuries have created 
cannot be completely eradicated in four years. It cannot be accomplished overnight! But we do have the will to do this and with 
this will we shall never capitulate! 

And you will concede that we are doing a thorough job. In these four years we have established order. We have ensured that it 
is not the dishonest person who is ultimately rewarded, but that the millions of decent working people in the towns and villages 
were able to enjoy the success they deserve! 

In Germany we have completely broken with a world of prejudices. I look at myself. I am after all a child of the People and I 
do not come from some castle but from a working-class family. I was not a General either but a soldier like millions of others. 
There is something wonderful about the fact that in our country an unknown figure from the millions of Germans, German 
working people and soldiers, could reach the highest position in the Reich and the Nation! At my side stand Germans from all 
walks of life who today are the leaders of the nation; former agricultural workers are Lieutenant Governors (Reichsstatthalter); 
today former metal workers are District Administrators (Gauleiter) and so on. However, former middle class citizens and 
former members of the aristocracy also have their place in this movement. We do not care what their origins are as long as they 
can work for the benefit of our People. That is what matters. 

For everyone has to obey orders. We have obeyed orders. I was a soldier for almost six years and I never talked back, I 
always obeyed orders. Today fate has singled me out to be in command. And I must demand this of every German: You, too, 
must be able to obey orders, or else you will never be worthy of giving orders! That is essential. We shall educate our People 
to do this and ignore the obstinacy or stupidity of individuals. Bend or break - one or the other! We cannot permit this 
authority, the authority of the German People, to be challenged from any other quarter. 

This also applies to all the churches. As long as they concern themselves with their religious problems, the State will not concern 
itself with them. If they try by whatever means, by letters, encyclicals and the like, to claim rights which are those of the State 
alone, we shall force them to return to the realm of spiritual and pastoral activities where they belong. Nor is it appropriate for 
them to criticize the morality of the state, when they have more than enough reason to worry about their own morals. The 
leadership of the German nation will take care of the morals of the German nation and its People; we can assure all the 
concerned individuals inside and outside Germany of that. 

This first day of May is the glorious day when we celebrate the resurrection of the German People from its disunity and 
disintegration. This is the glorious day when a great new Community of the People was founded, which sweeps aside all 
barriers, unites the towns with the countryside, working people, farmers and intellectuals, and establishes as the supreme goal 
the protection of the Reich. 

What could be more appropriate than to profess our most sincere faith in our People on this very day. We cannot often enough 
renew our pledge; we want to be part of this People, to serve it and to strive to understand each other, to remove all barriers 
which separate us and thus to triumph over all the stupid sceptics, those who mock us and the petty-minded critics. Above all 
on this day we wish to express our renewed faith in our People, our confident belief that it is an outstanding, industrious, 
hard-working and decent People, and that this People shall have a future, because it is we who will ensure that future! 
  
  

SEPTEMBER 6, 1938 in Nuremberg
THE proof of the endowment of a true artist is always to be found in the fact that his work of art expresses the general will of a period. Perhaps that is most clearly shown in architecture.... The religious mystical world of the Christian Middle Ages, turning inwards upon itself, found forms of expression which were possible only for that world - for that world alone could they be of service. A Gothic stadium is as unthinkable as a Romanesque railway station or a Byzantine market hall. The way in which the artist of the Middle Ages, of the beginnings of the modern world, found the artistic solution for the buildings which he was commissioned to create is in the highest degree striking and admirable. That way, however, is no evidence that the conception of the content of life held by the folk of his day was in itself either absolutely right or absolutely wrong; it is evidence only that works of art have rightly mirrored the inner mind of a past age. It is therefore quite comprehensible that insofar as the attempt is made to carry on the life of that past age, those who search for solutions of artistic problems can still seek and find there fruitful suggestions. Thus one can easily imagine that, for instance, in the sphere of religion men will always work backwards to the form-language of a period in which Christianity in its view of the world appeared to meet every need. On the other hand, at the present moment the expression of a new view of the world which is determined by the conception of race will return to those ages which in the past have already possessed a similar freedom of the spirit, of the will, and of the mind. Thus, naturally, the manifestation in art of a European conception of the State will not be possible through civilizations, as, for example, the civilization of the Far East, which - because foreign to us - have no message for our day, but will rather be influenced in a thousand ways through the evidences and memories of that mighty imperial Power of antiquity which, although in fact destroyed fifteen hundred years ago, still as an ideal force lives on and works on in the imaginations of men. The more nearly the modern State approaches to the imperial idea of the ancient World-Power, so more and more will the general character of that civilization be manifested in its influence upon the formation of the style of our own day. 

National Socialism is not a cult-movement - a movement for worship; it is exclusively a 'volkic' political doctrine based upon racial principles. In its purpose there is no mystic cult, only the care and leadership of a people defined by a common blood-relationship. Therefore we have no rooms for worship, but only halls for the people - no open spaces for worship, but spaces for assemblies and parades. We have no religious retreats, but arenas for sports and playing-fields, and the characteristic feature of our places of assembly is not the mystical gloom of a cathedral, but the brightness and light of a room or hall which combines beauty with fitness for its purpose. In these halls no acts of worship are celebrated, they are exclusively devoted to gatherings of the people of the kind which we have come to know in the course of our long struggle; to such gatherings we have become accustomed and we wish to maintain them. We will not allow mystically-minded occult folk with a passion for exploring the secrets of the world beyond to steal into our Movement. Such folk are not National Socialists, but something else - in any case, something which has nothing to do with us. At the head of our program there stand no secret surmisings but clear-cut perception and straightforward profession of belief. But since we set as the central point of this perception and of this profession of belief the maintenance and hence the security for the future of a being formed by God, we thus serve the maintenance of a divine work and fulfill a divine will - not in the secret twilight of a new house of worship, but openly before the face of the Lord. 

There were times when a half-light was the necessary condition for the effectiveness of certain teachings: we live in an age when light is for us the fundamental condition of successful action. It will be a sorry day when through the stealing in of obscure mystic elements the Movement or the State itself issues obscure commissions.... It is even dangerous to issue any commission for a so-called place of worship, for with the building will arise the necessity for thinking out so-called religious recreations or religious rites, which have nothing to do with National Socialism. Our worship is exclusively the cultivation of the natural, and for that reason, because natural, therefore God-willed. Our humility is the unconditional submission before the divine laws of existence so far as they are known to us men: it is to these we pay our respect. Our commandment is the courageous fulfillment of the duties arising from those laws. But for religious rites we are not the authorities, but the churches! If anyone should believe that these tasks of ours are not enough for him, that they do not correspond with his convictions, then it is for him to prove that God desires to use him to change things for the better. In no event can National Socialism or the National Socialist State give to German art other tasks than those which accord with our view of the world. 

The only sphere in which the Jewish international newspapers still today think that they can attack the new Reich is the cultural sphere. Here they attempt, by a constant appeal to the sentimentality - untroubled by any sort of knowledge - of the world-citizens of democracy to bewail the downfall of German culture: in other words, they lament the commercial closing-down of those elements which, as the heralds and exponents of the November Republic, forced their cultural characteristics, as unnatural as they were deplorable, upon the period between the two Empires; and which have now played out their role for good and all.... 

Fortunately, however, despite the short time which the National Socialist leadership has been able to allot to works of culture, positive facts, here too, speak louder than any negative criticism. We Germans can today speak with justice of a new awakening of our cultural life, which finds its confirmation not in mutual compliments and literary phrases, but rather in positive evidences of cultural creative force. German architecture, sculpture, painting, drama, and the rest bring today documentary proof of a creative period in art, which for richness and impetuosity has rarely been matched in the course of human history. And although the Jewish-democratic press magnates in their effrontery even today seek brazenly to turn these facts upside down, we know that the cultural achievements of Germany will in a few years have won from the world respect and appreciation far more unstinted even than that which they now accord to our work in the material field. The buildings which are arising in the Reich today will speak a language that endures, a language, above all, more compelling than the Yiddish gabblings of the democratic, international judges of our culture. What the fingers of these poor wretches have penned or are penning the world will - perhaps unfortunately - forget, as it has forgotten so much else. But the gigantic works of the Third Reich are a token of its cultural renascence and shall one day belong to the inalienable cultural heritage of the Western world, just as the great cultural achievements of this world in the past belong to us today. 

Moreover, it is naturally not decisive what attitude, if any, foreign peoples take toward our works of culture, for we have no doubt that cultural creative work, since it is the most sensitive expression of a talent conditioned by blood, cannot be understood, far less appreciated, by individuals or races who are not of the same or related blood. Therefore we do not trouble in any way to make German art and culture suit the tastes of international Jewry. 

The art of Greece is not merely a formal reproduction of the Greek mode of life, of the landscapes and inhabitants of Greece; no, it is a proclamation of the Greek body and of the essential Greek spirit. It does not make propaganda for an individual work, for the subject, or for the artist; it makes propaganda for the Greek world as such, which confronts us in Hellenism.... 

And so art today will in the same way announce and herald that common mental attitude, that common view of life, which governs the present age. It will do this not because this age entrusts commissions to artists, but because the execution of these commissions can meet with understanding only if it reveals in itself the true essence of the spirit of this age. The mysticism of Christianity, at the period of its greatest intensity, demanded for the buildings which it ordered an architectonic form which not only did not contradict the spirit of the age, but rather helped it to attain that mysterious gloom which made men the more ready to submit to renunciation of self. The growing protest against this crushing of the freedom of the soul and of the will, which had lasted for centuries, immediately opened the way to new forms of expression in artistic creation. The mystic narrowness and gloom of the cathedrals began to recede and, to match the free life of the spirit, buildings became spacious and flooded with light. Mystical twilight gave way before increasing brightness. The unsteady, groping transition of the nineteenth century led finally in our days to that crisis which in one way or another had to find its solution. Jewry, with its bolshevist onslaught, might smash the Aryan States and destroy those native strata of the people whose blood destined them for leadership, and in that case the culture which had hitherto sprung from these roots would be brought to the same destruction. 
  

