Remembering Columbus

Native Americans, Columbus, American Ideals and the  

Over the last week we have explored themes and ideas related to the interaction of people. In particular we have analyzed Columbus and how native-Europeans interacted with Native Americans. In this project you will reflect on how this historical person and theme are remembered, with specific attention to the U.S. holiday of Columbus Day. You should bear in mind the ideals and values of America and the relevance of how Columbus is remembered.

This is small, concise project in which you will have to take a clear position. You will write a letter to the editor of our local newspapers and other local news sources. Your letter will express your thoughts on the Columbus Day. The letter to the editor should represent your opinions on their being a holiday that commemorates Christopher Columbus. The letter will only be a few paragraphs but will require concise, well supported writing. 

The letter to editor should present:

· A clear, well thought out argument

· 2-3 paragraphs (maximum 200 words)
· Specific evidence

· Reflection on the legacy of Columbus 
How to Write a Letter to the Editor
Writing a letter to the editor is a good place to start when you want to reach out to the media.

A letter to the editor can be used to:

· Change Behavior

· Deliver a Message

· Set the Record Straight

· Impact Policy/Legislation

· Generate Coverage of an Issue

Tips for writing a letter to the editor:

· Editors cut from the bottom, so put your main point up top.

· Refute or support specific statements; address relevant facts that are ignored.

· Support your facts but keep it concise.

· Make it pointed and punchy.

Steps to write a letter to the editor about an ISSUE:


(Use this format for writing a letter about the walk)

1.
Choose ONE ISSUE for you letter.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Write a sentence or two identifying your interest in the issue and states the purpose of the letter.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

3.
Write one or two sentences of background information.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

4.
Write one or two sentences on your opinion

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

5.
In one or two sentences, offer a solution and encourage readers, policy makers, etc. to take a specific action (i.e., contacting an elected official, voting a certain way, etc.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
Assemble these paragraphs to form the letter.

7.
Type the letter.

8.
Address it “Dear Editor”

9.
Add your full name and contact information (phone, address, and email) to the end of your letter.

10.
Proofread it.

11.
If you have not gotten approval from your parents/guardian to have this published then ask the editor to leave your name out

12.
Email, mail, or fax the letter to contact person listed.  If you email the letter, put the letter directly in the text of the email AND as an attachment 

13.
Wait to see if your letter gets printed.  

Letter to the Editor Peer Review Questions 
1. Does the letter begin with a salutation and end with a signature? 

2. What is the letter writer discussing in regards to Columbus Day? Is this referenced in the first sentence or paragraph? 

3. In the first paragraph, what main reason does the letter writer give for discussing this issue? What position is the letter writer taking on the issue? 

4. What specific points does the letter writer use to support the position taken in the letter? 

5. How does the letter conclude? Is the conclusion appropriate for the letter? 

6. What advice would you give the author of this letter? 

7. What did you like the most about this letter? Why? 

