Locke and Hobbes

· Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679), Leviathan (1651)

· Argue that no sense of nature in the rawest sense of nature

· People were unconnected and alone

· Natural man was concerned only with satisfying his own desires – selfish

· This was in a place of absolute liberty: person had right to everything, including killing others

· Therefore, Hobbesian natural man live in constant fear for his life

· No one feel safe or secure

· Life was “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short”

· However, all men were capable of using reason to alleviate their personal fear and anxiety

· All people share basic right of self-preservation
· Therefore, people agreed to create an artificial entity to advance at least this minimal objective – self-preservation

· Agreed to create a powerful state (government) – Leviathan – to protect individuals from each other

· The individual exchanged extreme liberty of the state of nature for security of civil society

· Civil man retained one right: the right to life

· Since state created to protect lives, the contract between the people and the government would be violated if the state failed to protect lives and the consent of the people to live under this government could be withdrawn

· John Locke (1632-1704), Second Treatise, of Civil Government (1690)

· Like Hobbes – use state of nature as starting point in analysis of origins of limits of government

· Unlike Hobbes, whose state of nature was akin to dangerous, chaotic jungle – Locke was more optimistic of the natural state of nature

· Natural person as largely free and equal, but all possessing God-given natural rights

· All were subject to the laws of God and all required to respect His natural laws

· A shared agreement about fundamental values was absent from Hobbesian natural state

· Natural individuals were somewhat interconnected

· They lived together in a community in which they were capable of treating one another with some degree of respect

· Still, in the natural state, the individual primarily interested in satisfying their selfish interests

· When several desired the same thing conflict followed

· Man’s passionately-selfish side made him unable to in complete accordance with natural laws

· Man often blinded by self-interest and when in conflict not see how natural law applied to their immediate dispute

· Needed an impartial 3rd party to resolve conflicts peaceably 

· Consequently people employed reason
· Individuals formed a social contract in which they exchanged some of their natural freedom for increased security and convenience

· Create a state (government) and gave it the power to draft liberty-limiting laws to be used to resolve disputes

· Insisted on retaining certain natural rights even after entering into civil society

· Life, liberty, and property

· If government violated the contract by abridging such freedoms then the people’s consent could be withdrawn

· Because Locke’s natural state was less dangerous the Hobbes’ the people were able to retain more freedoms and not willing to give up as much freedom

