Memory of the Camps

Discussion Questions

1. What did you know about the concentration camps prior to viewing the film? Which of your ideas were confirmed by the film? Which were contradicted? Which things in the film filled in gaps in your knowledge?
2. The film's narration ends with "Unless the world learns the lessons these pictures teach, night will fall. But, by God's grace, we who live will learn." In your view, what are the lessons of these pictures?

3. Which images or moments from the film were most powerful to you? Why do you think you found these particular images or moments so compelling?

4. The Allied military authorities who governed the camps immediately following liberation made a point of showing the conditions of the camps to German civilians. In your view, was it important for the Allies to lay responsibility at the feet of all Germans and not just hold SS leaders and camp guards accountable? What was the effect of that approach to responsibility?

5. The narrator says that the purpose of the film is to "serve our collective memory." What is "collective memory" and why might it be important? How long should something like this Holocaust be kept as part of the "collective memory?"

Selected Quotes

Choose 4 quotes and explain their meaning to you and their importance to the world.

2. "Most of the people seemed listless beyond hope and astonishment."

3. "The faces of the bystanders showed just a little of the hate that Germany had inspired — and some of the anguish, too."

4. "There were children, too, in Belsen camp, though what crime they had committed was difficult to imagine."

5. "The things in this camp are beyond describing. When you actually see them for yourself, you know what you're fighting for here."

6. "Corruption was fostered for it gave another excuse for killing."

7. "All this seemed so remote from humanity, so far beyond the behavior of man."

8. "It had to be seen to be believed."

9. "They were able to see the mountains, but what use are mountains without food?"

10. "These were the rest — hurriedly murdered lest they be set free to live a normal life."

11. "In terms of barbarity and brutality they had traveled backwards for 12,000 years."
