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Slavery in Historical Perspective

1. What impact did the slave trade have on West and Central Africa?

2. Why was Africa targeted for slaves?

3. Describe how Africans were initially captured?

4. What was the Middle Passage?

5. How many people were brought across the Atlantic?

6. How many people died for every 100 slaves that reached the “New World”?

7. Describe the conditions on the boats.

8. How long did the trip take?

9. What health risks existed on the ships?

10. From 1740-1810 how many slaves were brought to the Americas each year?

11. Why did colonists use slaves?

12. Describe 3 different systems of slavery in the colonies.

13. Describe the impact of the American Revolution on slavery – in the north – and – in the south.

14. What impact did the cotton gin have on slavery?

15. Describe the health of slaves.

16. What type of work did most slaves do?

17. Describe slaves’ working conditions.

18. How did slave owners get their slaves to work?

19. Describe how slavery broke apart families.

20. Describe active and passive forms of resistance.

21. When were slaves most likely to revolt?

22. What was the common result of slave revolts?

23. How important was cotton to the American economy? Provide specific statistics.

24. When was the slave trade outlawed in the U.S.?

25. What is an abolitionist?

26. Who was William Lloyd Garrison?

