
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM 

Moderate 
Support the status quo. 

OR 
Mix moderate liberal and 

conservative beliefs 

Radical 
Communism or Socialism 

(Gov. should radically 
redistribute wealth) 

Reactionary 
Fascism or Nazism 

(Government should 
enforce a strict social and 
economic order through 
dictatorship or single-

party rule. 

Liberal 
 Support greater social & economic 

equality. 
 Tolerance of racial & ethnic 

diversity. Support for gay rights & 
feminism. 

 Individual liberty is more important 
than order & national security. 

Conservative 
 Less gov. regulation, lower taxes & 

lower government spending.  
 “Family values,” religion, etc.  
 Assertive foreign & defense 

policies  

 

LEFT 
 

RIGHT 

“Back to the Good Ole Days” 
(“Traditional” Social Values) 

 (Tolerance of Changing Social Norms) 

Less government intervention 
in the economy.  

More government regulation to protect the 
environment & help the disadvantaged.  

Order & Security Liberty 


