Assignment: In your quest for power you have decided to construct and implement a totalitarian state in the United States. In a totalitarian state the government has complete and absolute control over all aspects of the people’s lives.  Yet, for this government to maintain power it must have the support of the people.  Therefore, the people who have lost all their freedoms must support the very government who has taken away the rights of the people.  How will you accomplish this?  How will you become the beloved and trusted despot of America?

Answer the following questions to guide you in your quest for ultimate power and authority.  Remember, it is one thing to have people do what you want and it is quite another thing to have the people truly believe in you and want to do anything to demonstrate loyalty to you.  Loyalty is of the utmost importance.  And you will want to insert yourself in to every facet of the lives of the people.

You have successfully overthrown the present government. Now that you are in control of the government you must devise a plan to stay in power and maintain total control over the lives of the people and political enemies.

1. Below is a list of items that your command staff has determined are of possible importance to the success of your dictatorship. You must select the 10 most important items that need to be controlled immediately by your authority if you hope to maintain complete power.

religious organizations

military

universities

elementary/high schools

fire department

book publishers

newspaper

police departments

hosipitals/doctors

visual arts

natural resources

(lumber, mining, etc.) 


movie/tv/radio industry

music industry

computer companies

clothing manufacturers

food distributors

food production

oil/gas companies

political dissidents

chemical producers

professional sports

banking industry

judicial system


public libraries

government agencies (CIA, FBI, etc.)

museums

industrial factories

water supply

commercial airlines

telephone industries

workers’ union

scientific research labs

space agency

power companies

2. List at least 3 methods that will create a culture (family, art, literature, tv, film, etc.) that ensures and furthers your power and authority.

a. _______________________________________________________________

b. _______________________________________________________________

c. _______________________________________________________________

3. List and explain the types of emotions and feelings you hope to instill in the masses. Explain why these feelings are in your interest. ______________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Explain what methods, techniques, and strategies you will implement in order to instill these emotions and feelings.  How will you get the people to feel the way that you want them to? _____________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. List and explain at least 3 principles and ideals of education.
a. _______________________________________________________________
b. _______________________________________________________________
c. _______________________________________________________________
6. What types of behavior, thoughts, and/or acts would cause a person to be reprimanded? Why? How would people be punished (or cured)? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What, if any, would be the major lies that you and your government would put forth? What would be the purpose of these lies and how would it further your grasp on power? Or would you not lie? Explain. ______________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Explain the importance of history and the past in your government.  What would be the history of your country? How would the past be truthful, altered, and/or destroyed in order to create loyalty to you? __________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
