Consider the following laws and events that occurred in the U.S. Based upon the initial reading of 1984 describe how each action resembles or does not resemble aspects of The Party (the government in 1984) and Big Brother from 1984. You should also explain how these actions resemble or do not resemble how a government is trying to control the way people think and act. You can write your answers on the back of this sheet.

1. In 1952 the Supreme Court upheld the Carlson v. Landon decision to hold five aliens without bail, while the question of their deportation was under review.  None had been convicted of - or even charged with - any crime.  Refusing to grant the aliens bail, the district judge explained, “I am not going to turn these people loose if they are Communists, any more than I would turn loose a deadly germ in this community.”

2. Senator Joseph McCarthy, Wisconsin


Summer 1951 “What do we find in the summer of 1951? The writs of Moscow 


run to . . . a good 40 percent of all living men. . . . How do we account for our 


present situation unless we believe that men high in this government are 


concerting to deliver us to disaster? This must be the product of a great 


conspiracy, a conspiracy on a scale so immense as to dwarf any previous such 


venture in the history of men. A conspiracy of infamy so black that, when it is 


finally exposed, its principals shall be forever deserving of the maledictions of 


all honest men.” 

3. 1950 Senate report on the Employment of Homosexuals and Other Sex Perverts in Government asserted that, “those who engage in overt acts of perversion lack the emotional stability of normal persons. . . . One homosexual can pollute a Government Office.”

4. The 1947 investigations ordered by Truman into the lives of more than 3 million American employees of the government resulting in 1950 of the government discharging people deemed “security risks” including alcoholics, gays, and debtors thought to be candidates of black mail - - no evidence for most

5. The Internal Security (McCarran) Act of 1950 - Act made it unlawful to “contribute to the establishment . . . of a totalitarian dictatorship”; it also required members of “Communist-front” organizations to register with the government and prohibited them from holding defense jobs or traveling abroad - - established concentration camps in Pennsylvania, Florida, Arizona, and California for suspect people

6. 1954 Communist Control Act - deprived the Party itself of “all rights, privileges, and immunities attendant upon legal bodies - - for the most part made membership in the Communist Party illegal

7. 1947  - Alabama outlaw Communists from running for office - Texas made Party membership a felony with punishment of up to 20 years in prison - Jacksonville, Florida and McKeesport, Pennsylvania required Communists and even fellow travelers to be out of town in 48 hours

