Slavery and its Meaning

In order to grasp American slavery and it aftermath it is essential to explore the daily life of a person sold into servitude. You, hopefully, will never experience slavery however, through research and thought you may develop empathy and greater understanding. Furthermore, you will explore what life entailed following the 13th Amendment, the ensuing Reconstruction, and the development of the Jim Crow South.
Based on the research of several slave narratives and your study of the events leading to the Civil War and during Reconstruction you will create a journal of a fictional African American serving his/her life as a slave and adjusting to life with “freedom”. The journal should provide detailed accounts of all aspects of the person’s life and insightful thoughts on those with whom the journal writer interacts. Furthermore, the journal should describe the environment and atmosphere in which the person lives. It is crucial for you to gain an understanding of the slave’s perspective. 

Using the information Slavery in Historical Perspective and analysis of the slave narratives the journaler must intertwine and reflect on the following aspects of the slave’s life:

1. African Slave Trade
2. Slave Ships 
3. Plantation Work
4. House Work
5. Field Slaves 
6. House Slaves 
7. Slave Markets 
8. Overseers 
9. Slave Branding 
10. Slave Ownership 
11. Family
12. Runaways 
13. Food Clothes 
14. Housing 
15. Education 
16. Religion 
17. Punishment 
18. Whipping 
19. Marriage 
20. Old Age 
21. Slave Breeding 
22. Slave Music 
23. Childhood 
The writing must try to get deep into the mind of the journaler. The author should consistently touch on the 5 senses so that the reader can feel like they are there with the slave. Furthermore, the author must explore the mind of the slave describing all the issues and concerns that they feel. Sometimes it is helpful to think about how you feel. For example, if the journal explains that they are nervous, then you should think about when you are nervous and the feeling that you have. Use that description to help write about the slave. Throughout the entries, while reflecting on the life of slavery, you should also make specific reference to and demonstrate solid knowledge of major national events and people including, but not limited to,

1. Nat Turner’s revolt

2. William Lloyd Garrison

3. Abolitionists

4. Fredrick Douglas

5. The Compromise of 1850

6. Underground Railroad

7. Harriet Tubman

8. the Fugitive Slave Law

9. Kansas-Nebraska Act

10. Uncle Tom’s Cabin

11. Bleeding Kansas

12. John Brown

13. Harper’s Ferry

14. the Dred Scott Decision

15. Reconstruction

16. Freedmen’s Bureau

17. 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendment

18. Ku Klux Klan

19. The Civil War

20. Jim Crow Laws

The inclusion of these people and events should be intertwined and incorporated into the journaler’s life. This means that you should not simply list the information or have the journaler over hear or read something about each of these topics. You must provide significant depth of each topic to demonstrate that you fully comprehend the topic in its entirety. The journal should can span the period of a month or the period of several years. A strong journal will be at least 6 pages typed. The journal should be presented in an authentic manner. You will be responsible for creating the journal.     

The journal entries should contain the following:

· Dated entries (Journal Description Daily Life)

· The writing should borrow (not replicate word for word) from specific slave narratives. However, you should not copy directly from any slave narrative. You should base the journal entries on your research combining the various perspectives to develop your own perspective.

· Descriptions of the non-slaves with whom the journal writer interacts (Journal Description Daily Life)

· Descriptions of slaves with whom the slave interacts (Journal Description Daily Life)

· Description of the work (Journal Description Daily Life)

· Description of non-work life (Journal Description Daily Life)

· Description of traditions and slave culture (Journal Description Daily Life)

· Reference and reflection to the major events listed above to slavery in the United States 

· You may also include any other things that one may have in their journal

Assessment:

10% - Presentation – The physical journal is thoughtfully created and the entries represent consideration of what a slave might have access to.

40% - Journal entries provide detailed descriptions of the several aspects of life as a slave. The descriptions are realistic, thoughtful, and specific. This should be based on the research of 8-10 slave narratives

40% - Journal entries provide explaining and understanding of the 13 major national events and people. This does not mean you write the term and its definition. Rather, the narrator should reflect on the person or event and the importance. Obviously, being a journal, this will be done from the perspective of the slave. 

10% - The journal is creative and the writing maintains focus and consistency.

SLAVE JOURNAL ASSESSMENT

Evaluation Category

1. Journal Presentation

2. Journal’s Description of Slave’s Daily Life

3. Journal’s Reflection and Knowledge of National Events 

4. Focused and Thoughtful Writing


Excellent and Exceeding

(8.5-10) The journal represents careful consideration and effort to develop and an authentic piece that should be valued and cared for

(34-40) Entries are detailed, specific historically accurate descriptions that intertwine all aspects of daily life while including a deep and well-understood perspective with empathy 

(34-40) Entries smoothly intertwine all major events and people into the daily life while providing in depth analysis and expertise of all the aforementioned events and people

(8.5-10) The writing is clear, consistent and creative demonstrating  keen ability to impart the emotions and impact of slavery of one’s psyche


Meeting and Reaching 
(7-8) The journal represents significant effort and time to develop a thoughtful journal that reflects the time period and materials

(28-33.5) Entries are detailed, specific historically accurate descriptions that intertwine all aspects of daily life

(28-33.5) Entries intertwine all major events and people into daily life while providing analysis and knowledge of most of the aforementioned events and people

(7-8) The writing is clear, consistent and creative while reflecting the emotions and mind under slavery


Needs Improvement
(5-6.5) The journal is sloppy and appears rushed reflecting little time or effort

(20-27.5) Entries have little detail and offer simple generalities, with attempts to intertwine most aspects of daily life

(20-27.5) Entries take efforts to connect most major events and people into daily life while providing minimal analysis or knowledge of most of the aforementioned events and people

(5-6.5) The writing is at times unclear, inconsistent with limited capacity of reflecting the emotions or state of mind of the slave


Lacking
(0-4.5) Little to no attempt is made to develop a journal

(0-19.5) Entries provide no depth and jump from daily life aspect to aspect, only touching on most of aspects of life as a slave

(0-19.5) Entries do not connect most of major events and people into daily life and reflecting minimal knowledge of most of the aforementioned events and people

(0-4.5) The writing is often unclear with little reflecting on the emotions and state of mind of the slave 







