Thaddeus Stevens 
Radical Republican, 1867  (Modified) 
The North has the right to confiscate the land of the Southern rebels.   
The cause of the war was slavery. We have freed the slaves. It is our 
responsibility to protect them, and help them until they are able to 
provide for themselves.  Freed slaves should have the right to vote, 
but owning land is even more important. 
I propose that each freed slave who is a male adult, or the head of a 
family, will receive forty acres of land, (with $100 to build a house). 
Four million people have just been freed from slavery.  They have no 
education, have never worked for money, and don’t know about their 
rights.   Unless they become independent, they will have to once 
again become the servants of their old masters.   
We must make the freed slaves independent so that their old masters 
can’t force them to work unfairly.  This can only be done by giving 
them a small plot of land to farm. 
Source: This speech was delivered to the United States Congress on March 19, 
1867. 
Andrew Johnson 
President 1865-1869 (Modified) 
Before the Civil War there were 4,000,000 black people held 
as slaves by about 340,000 people living in the South. That 
is, 340,000 slave owners paid all the living expenses of the 
slaves.  Then, the war began and the slaves were freed.  
Now we come to the [Radical Republicans]. And what do 
they want? To spend $12,000,000 a year to build schools 
and find jobs for these freed slaves. We have already spent 
$3,000,000,000 to set them free and give them a fair chance 
to take care of themselves -then these [Radical Republicans] 
ask for $12,000,000 to help them. 
Source: This campaign speech was delivered on September 3, 1866 in 
Cleveland, Ohio.   
The Radical Republicans also want to force the South to 
give blacks the right to vote. The blacks have not asked for 
the right to vote; most of them have no idea what it means.  
The Southern states should not be forced to do anything 
they don’t want to do.  To force the right to vote out of the 
hands of the white people and into the hands of the blacks is 
against the law. 
Source:  This speech was delivered to the United States Congress on March 2, 
1867 by Andrew Johnson after he rejected a plan by the Radical Republicans 
that would have given freedmen the right to vote. 
Guiding Questions         Name____________ 
Thaddeus Stevens 
1. (Sourcing) Thaddeus Stevens was a Radical Republican.  What did Radical Republicans stand for? 
2. (Close reading) Based on this document, what were three policies that the Radical Republicans proposed for Reconstruction? 
3. (Context) Why might Democrats have opposed these plans? 
Andrew Johnson 
1. (Context) Why did Andrew Johnson oppose spending money on helping the freed slaves? 
2. (Close reading) What were two reasons why Andrew Johnson opposed giving African Americans the right to vote? 
Write one paragraph in response to the following questions:  Why was the Radical Republican plan for Reconstruction considered “radical?” Do you think it was “radical?” 
