Israeli-Palestinian Conflict – 2011

Summit

Over the last two weeks you have studied and researched the origins and developments in the history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The conflict has erupted in varying degrees of intensity and violence for more than sixty years. The issues are complex and the search for peace often appears impossible. Amidst the confusion and constant warfare you will attempt to solve the problem plaguing the Israel-Palestinian land.

You will use your knowledge to develop a peace plan for the region and present your plan at a mock summit. You will be assessed on the completion and thoroughness of the activities, the clarity, historical strength, specific support and evidence of your peace proposal, and your participation in the summit. You will be required to provide an opening statement and 3 major reasons and evidence that support your peace proposal.

(10 points) Step 1: Look at each of the 5 Peace Efforts at PBS NEWSHOUR site (http://www.pbs.org/newshour/indepth_coverage/middle_east/conflict/index.html) - For each peace effort:

· What was a positive result?

· What was a negative result?

· What can be learned from it?

(10 points) Step 2: Read paper entitle The Costs of Each Outcome 

· After reading about the possible solutions and difficulties associated with them you should do the following:

· Explain what each of the solutions means (status quo, unification, two-state solution, expulsion of the Palestinians, and the elimination of Israel)

· Choose which solution out of the 5 you think is most appropriate and will be the best in achieving peace. Write a 5-7 sentence paragraph explaining why you think this solution is the best. Be sure to refer to specific evidence and information that you have studied over the past 2 weeks.

· Choose which solution out of the 5 you think is the least appropriate and only increase the violence. Write a 5-7 sentence paragraph explaining why you think this solution is the best. Be sure to refer to specific evidence and information that you have studied over the past 2 weeks.

(60 points) Step 3: Create a peace proposal for the Israeli-Palestinian conflict

· You will develop a 7 step plan to bring peace

· For each step 

· Explain what the step is

· Explain why the step is in the placed in the chronological order that you placed it

· Explain what is necessary for the step to be successful

· Explain what possible risks there are to the step being successful

· Each step must

· Reference specific events, people, and issues throughout the conflict

· Use of historical information and events to use as support for your argument

· Use of specific data to explain the validity of your peace proposal (for example, you might state how Palestinians live in the West Bank)

· Consideration for different perspectives 

· Clear writing

· Demonstration of an understanding of the conflict

· A map of Israel/Palestine and its borders – the map should show how land will be divided up (if it will be divided up at all)

Step 4: Preparation for Israeli-Palestinian Summit 

· Using the ideas written in your peace proposal prepare:

· An opening statement that briefly explains your peace proposal (1-2 minutes)

· 3 major points that you will make during the summit in an effort to persuade the others at the summit that your proposal will be the most beneficial

(20 points) Step 5: Israeli-Palestinian Summit 

· The summit will be organized as follows

· Each person will present their opening statement

· Each person will present their main points

· You will be able to ask questions, debate, or argue with the points being made

· Once everyone has presented their main points then the class will discuss the best solution and possibly create a new peace proposal

· Each summit delegate will vote (for a peace proposal to be accepted it must have over 50% of the votes)

