The Middle East

Southwest Asia

Text Questions

Landforms and Resources (484-490)
1. What nations and capitals are in this region?

2. What is the population of Afghanistan?  

3. What is the population of Iran? 

4. What is the population of Iraq? 

5. What is the population of Israel?  

Region, Politics, and Oil (503-519)
6. Where do Muslims go to fulfill the Islamic religious duty of hajj? 

7. What nations are in the Arabian Peninsula?

8. Which 3 continents are they at the intersection of? 

9. Who were the nomadic dwellers that moved across the peninsula from oasis? 

10.  Define nomadic:

11.  Who founded Islam? 

12. Where did he live part of his life?

13. What are the basic duties of Islam called? 

14. What are converts to Islam called? 

15.  Explain each of the Five Pillars of Islam

16.  How did Islam spread in Southwest Asia?  

17.  Define theocratic:  

18.  How are the governments run under a theocracy?  

19.  After World War I, much of Southwest Asia fell under the control of which 2 countries? 

20. For what 2 reasons was the region valuable to the 2 countries?

21. Who took power over the Arabian Peninsula?  

22.  Who rules Saudi Arabia today?  

23.  What is the main resource in the economy of the Arabian Penisula?

24. Why did the region grow in global importance? 

25. Why are oil prices important to the nations in the peninsula? 

26.  What does OPEC do? 

27.  Describe 2 ways that the peninsula has changed in the 20th century:

28.  What is the percentage change from 1960 to 1990 in the amount of people living in cities? 

29.  Define urban: 

30.  Why are there a large number of foreign workers living in the peninsula? 

31.  How do many women dress?  

32.  Why do they dress this way? 

33.  How did women’s roles change in the 20th century? 

34.  Which day do Muslims assemble for prayers? 

35.  What is the name of where Muslims go for prayer? 

36.  What do Muslims do during the month of Ramadan? 

37.  Why? 

38.  Why is there hostility between many Arabs and Jews?  

39.  Define hostility:  

40.  Where were the three major monotheistic religions founded?  

41.  What city do all claim as a holy city? 

42. Why is the Temple Mount significant to the Jews? 

43.  What is the significance of the Western Wall?

44. Why is Jerusalem significant to Christians?  

45.  When was Israel created as a nation?  

46.  What is the third most holy city to Muslims?  

47.  What is the Dome of the Rock? 

48.  How is it significant to Jews? 

49.  Who ruled Eastern Mediterranean from 1520-1922?

50. When did the Ottoman Empire collapse? 

51. Which 2 countries took the lands of Eastern Mediterranean after World War I? 

52.  When did Lebanon get its independence? 

53. When did Syria get its independence?

54. What was the name controlled by Britain?

55. What is Zionism? 

56. In 1914 what percentage of Palestine was Jewish?

57.  Why did tension arise between Palestinians and Jews? 

58.  In 1947 what was the United Nations plan for Palestine? 

59.  Which nations attacked Israel after the nation was created? 

60.  Why did they attack?  

61.  What happened to many Palestinian Arabs and Christians caught in the turmoil?  

62.  Define refugee: 

63.  What pieces of land were designated for the Palestinians?  

64.  What is the purpose of the Palestinian Liberation Organization? 

65.  How many Palestinian refugees are there today? 

66.  List 3 problems faced by Palestinian refugees:

