THE COSTS OF EACH OUTCOME

These are some significant reasons why each of the outcomes listed is improbable or too costly. 

Status quo: 1. Since Palestinians will not accept the status quo, this outcome means ongoing conflict, rising tension, constant Israeli mobilization, large military expenditures, and extended reserve duty for Israelis. 2. Since societies do not handle stress well we can anticipate increasing clashes between Jews in Israel, the rise of extremist Jewish parties, and the rise of extremist Palestinian groups. 3. There would be declining support for Israel in the US and other countries and constant condemnation of Israel in the UN. This would put strain on the US-Israeli relationship since the US would have to defend Israel from criticism. 4. The US would have to provide increasing financial assistance to Israel. 5. There is the danger of anti-Semitism if Jews are somehow blamed for tensions and wars the Middle East. 

Unification: 1. It would mean full voting rights for all Palestinians, those being 36% of the population. 2. Unification would mean the elimination of the Zionist dream of a Jewish state. Most likely the major opposition party in the new Israeli-Palestinian parliament would be the PLO, something most Israelis would never accept. 3. Most Palestinians would see this as a trick, would fear that the Israelis would not deal in good faith, and would resist. 4. The history of the conflict and the bad feelings that exist would make unification and cooperation an unrealistic option. 5. There would be great practical difficulties. For example what would be the name of the new state? What would be its language? 

Two-State Solution: 1. There are over 200,000 Jewish settlers in the Occupied Territories. Since all eligible settlers are in military reserve units, this means they could resist by force any arrangement they did not like. In the past, settler leaders have stated their intention to fight any effort to force them to live under Palestinian authority or to leave their settlements. 2. There are militant Palestinians who insist on a unified Palestine with majority rule. 3. The economies of the two regions have become so connected that separating them into two countries would create enormous problems. Both Israel and the Occupied Territories are small lands with imbalanced economies that are dependent upon each other. For example, Israel gets much of its water from aquifers and rainfall on the West Bank. Without Palestinian water, Israeli irrigation would have to be cut back (and certainly the Palestinian farmers would want to irrigate their own land with their own water, if they controlled it). Without some kind of ongoing linkage or outside financing, neither state would be economically viable. 4. Israel would fear that Palestine would become an enemy state. They would insist that the Palestinian state be demilitarized, thus leaving it vulnerable to attack by vigilante Jewish settlers and Arab neighbors. Would the Palestinian state accept these conditions? 

Expulsion of the Palestinians: 1. Expulsion would send shock waves throughout the region and the international system. It would be such an affront to Arabs and Muslims that any government that remained neutral would face overthrow--either from mass demonstrations or from a coup. There would be a general mobilization of Arab states against Israel. 2. Expulsion would require that Israel crush Jordan in advance (since Jordan clearly would resist having a million Palestinians dumped into its country of 3.4 million). Knocking out Jordan would require also knocking out Syria and Iraq, since both share borders with Jordan and would come to Jordan's assistance. And if Syria and Iraq were defeated, Egypt and Saudi Arabia would be left alone to face the newly empowered Israeli army. Since all governments in the region would recognize these dangers, it is unlikely that any would remain passive. 3. The practical problems of expulsion are considerable. Palestinians are aware the many of them fled the fighting in 1948 thinking they would be able to come back later, only to discover they were forbidden to do so. They would resist deportation, meaning that Israel would have to use massive violence against innocent civilians to get them to go. 4. Expulsion would create tension between Israel and the United States. Since US interests are promoted by regional stability, destabilization would threaten those interests. US public opinion would probably be against Israel as would some Jewish opinion. 

Elimination of Israel: 1. While there are 170 million Arabs, these are a diverse group that have never functioned in any unified way. Those in North Africa have their own political concerns and are peripheral to what is happening in Palestine. And in the past, even those Arab states bordering Israel have seldom been able to agree upon a common policy except at a very general ideological level. 2. Looking country by country, there is little threat: Egypt has a peace treaty with Israel, Lebanon is small and weak and has never had a strong army, Jordan is also small and is militarily weak, Saudi Arabia is distant and not a major military force, Iraq is distant and has been devastated by war, and Syria is no match for Israel. 3. The United States would act to protect Israel, something the Arab states know and would not want to confront. 4. Israel has nuclear weapons and would use them. The Arab states do not. 

