	The Gilded Age


	The term "Gilded Age" was factitiously coined by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley in their 1873 novel The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today. The "Gilded Age" generally refers to the decades between the end of reconstruction and the turn of the century (about 1870 to 1900). It was a time of unprecedented industrial and economic growth, tumultuous politics, and a wave of immigration. The dazzling flurry of technological innovation that occurred is sometimes referred to as the "Second Industrial Revolution." The industrial, transportation, and communications industries quickly boomed, but were subject to the tumult of an unstable economy. The word "monopoly" could easily characterize this era, in which a few trusts and individuals thrived and amassed fortunes while many Americans lived in poverty and lost their personal autonomy to the corporate machine. The Gilded Age was a formative period in American history, in which the standards for modern business and economics were just beginning to take shape. 


[image: image1.jpg]Washington as Seen by the Trusts “What a funny little government,” John D. Rockefeller ob-
rves in this satirical cartoon. His own wealth and power are presumed to dwarf the resources of the
federal government. (The Verdict, January 22, 1900. New York Public Library.)
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