Was the dropping of an atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki justified?

Morally?

Geopolitically?

Militarily?

Assignment: You have been chosen to represent a certain group to analyze the justification of the dropping of two atomic bombs by the U.S. on Japan in early August 1945. Based on your perspective, research, and analysis of your assigned sites, answers the following questions. Your answers must be based off primary sources or actual statistics.
1. What are three reasons the dropping of two atomic bombs by the U.S. on Japan was or was not justified?
a. __________________________________________________________________________________________(cite:__________________)

b. __________________________________________________________________________________________(cite:__________________)

c. __________________________________________________________________________________________(cite:__________________)

2. What justifications are each of the above three reason, respectively, based on, morals, geopolitics, militarily, other.
a. _______________________________Why?_____________________________________________________________________________

b. _______________________________Why?_____________________________________________________________________________
c. _______________________________Why?_____________________________________________________________________________

3. What are 3 reasons that could be used to argue against the previously mentioned reasons?

a. __________________________________________________________________________________________(cite:__________________)

b. __________________________________________________________________________________________(cite:__________________)

c. __________________________________________________________________________________________(cite:__________________)

4. Based off of your research and hearing the arguments of different perspectives, do you believe the use of two atomic bombs was justified? Provide three reasons and explain what form your justification takes. 

a. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

General Resources on the Bomb Decision

Hiroshima: Who’s Who and What’d They Do

http://www.doug-long.com/who.htm
An introduction to the key players in the decision to use the bomb.

“Pro/Con on Dropping of the Bomb” 

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/trinity/supplement/procon.html
This article by Bill Dietrich of the Seattle Times gives a good summary of the pro/con arguments to dropping the bomb:

“Bomb History Still Bears Bitterness”

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/trinity/articles/closer1.html
This article in the Seattle Times gives an overview of different survivor, veteran, and scientific perspectives on the dropping of the atomic bomb. It is a good introduction to the controversy about the atomic bomb decision.

Atomic Bomb: Decision 

http://www.dannen.com/decision/index.html
Atomic Bomb: Decision has some of the best primary source documents on the decision to drop the bomb. It includes documents by scientists, military leaders, political advisors, a Soviet general, and President Truman. It was created to show how Manhattan Project physicist Leo Szilard attempted to stop the use of the atomic bomb against Japan. Other Manhattan Project physicists, however, supported the use of the bomb against Japan.

Japanese Leaders and Survivors Resources

Japanese Minister of War Korechika Anami

http://www.doug-long.com/anami.htm
General Anami favored Japan’s fighting to the end.  

Voice of Hibakusha

http://www.inicom.com/hibakusha/
Several interviews with survivors of the Hiroshima bombing.

Atomic Bomb Museum

http://atomicbombmuseum.org/index.shtml
The Radiation Effects Research Foundation (RERF)

http://www.rerf.jp/radefx/index_e.html
This joint US-Japanese organization “conducts research and studies--for peaceful purposes--on the effects of radiation exposure on humans with a view toward contributing to the maintenance of the health and welfare of atomic-bomb survivors and to the enhancement of the health of all people.”

Scientific Data of the Nagasaki Atomic Bomb Disaster

http://www-sdc.med.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/n50/index.html
This site presents information on the atomic bombing of Nagasaki.

“My Experience of the Nagasaki Atomic Bombing and An Outline of the Damages Caused by the Explosion,” by Dr. Raisuke Shirabe

http://abomb.med.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/abcenter/shirabe/index_e.html
This Japanese doctor writes about his experience of the atomic bombing of Nagasaki.

Manhattan Project Scientific Perspectives

The Franck Report, June 11, 1945

http://www.dannen.com/decision/franck.html
This report urged that the bomb be demonstrated first on a desert island before its being used in combat.

Scientific Panel, June 16, 1945

http://www.dannen.com/decision/scipanel.html
This panel found no alternative to using the bomb.

Szilard Petition, Final Version, July 17, 1945

http://www.dannen.com/decision/45-07-17.html
Physicist Leo Szilard created a petition to be given to President Truman urging that the atomic bomb not be used against Japan before Japan be given a chance to surrender.

J. Robert Oppenheimer

http://www.doug-long.com/oppie.htm
Physicist J. Robert Oppenheimer chaired the scientific panel that supported the use of the atomic bomb. After the war, however, he had regrets about the use of the bomb.

Advisors to President Truman

Secretary of War Henry Stimson’s Diaries

http://www.doug-long.com/
This site has Secretary of War Henry Stimson’s diary entries and papers. Stimson urged that Japan be given reassurance that they could keep their Emperor and surrender. But he was also a key supporter of the atomic bombing of Japan.

Secretary of State James F. Brynes

http://www.doug-long.com/byrnes.htm
Perhaps Truman’s most influential advisor, Brynes wanted to end the war as quickly as possible to keep the Russians from invading Japan.  He saw the atomic bomb as a tool the US could use in negotiations with the Russians.

President Truman’s Diary

http://www.doug-long.com/hst.htm
President Truman ordered that the bomb be used on a purely military target, not against women and children. He worried about the moral and ethical implications of its use.

Bard Memorandum

http://www.doug-long.com/bard.htm
Ralph Bard was Under Secretary of the Navy. He advocated warning Japan before using the bomb against them.

John J. McCloy

http://www.doug-long.com/mccloy.htm
Assistant Secretary of War John J. McCloy felt that the Japanese would have surrendered without the use of the atomic bomb if the US had let them keep their emperor. 

Military Advisors

General George C. Marshall

http://www.doug-long.com/stimson4.htm
 General Marshall believed that the bomb should be used first against military then against manufacturing centers. 

Admiral William Leahy

http://www.doug-long.com/leahy.htm
Admiral Leahy was chief of staff to Presidents Roosevelt and Truman. He felt Japan would have surrendered even without the dropping of the bomb.

American Military Leaders

http://www.colorado.edu/AmStudies/lewis/2010/atomicdec.htm
An abundance of statements by military leaders urging against the use of the atomic bomb
