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	Genocides of the 20th century 

1915
1.5 million Armenians slaughtered and starved in Ottoman Empire
1928-37
7 million Kulaks (small landlords) starved or executed in Soviet Union
1933-45
6 million Jews, 3 million Soviets and 2 million Slavs exterminated by Nazis in Europe
1975-79
750,000-
1.5 million Cambodians killed by Khmer Rouge to create a peasant state
1992-95
200,000 Muslims, Croats and Serbs killed in Bosnia's genocidal civil war
1994
500-800,000 Tutsis hacked to death by Hutus in Rwanda

	  

	LEADERS MUST GO ON TRIAL
(Audio 2:07)

	







	Transcript

	 


	JUSTIFYING CRUELTY
(Audio 2:05)

	






	Transcript


	
	[image: image4.png]



The people who ran concentration camps in Bosnia and forced prisoners to kill each other by biting each other's genitals off, they're not like us, are they? They're fiends, demons, madmen. Like the Hutus who hacked to death their neighbours in Rwanda. Or the Nazis. Ordinary people couldn't do that. Could they? 

They could. They do. And it's not entirely irrational.

Under extreme threat - economic collapse, as in Germany in the 1930s, or invasion, as in Rwanda in the 1990s - people can regress to a primitive logic. If they seriously believe they face a choice of 'kill or be killed', then they can and will kill.

They have to be persuaded. Genocide is not spontaneous. There needs to be a leader, like Hitler or Pol Pot, who expresses people's fears, whips up their sense of being persecuted, and identifies who they should blame - the Jews in Germany, the educated classes in Cambodia. There also needs to be an effective political movement which can organise large numbers of people to carry out the leader's Final Solution.

Genocide is the ultimate option but not the only one for a social group that believes it is under threat. If the danger to prosperity or survival is less extreme or the leader less paranoid, the solution may be less murderous. Whites in South Africa created apartheid. 

In Bosnia, genocide took the form of 'ethnic cleansing', mainly by Serbs against Muslims and Croats. The Serb extremists' aim was to drive Muslims and Croats from their homes to create ethnically pure Serb areas. There was no need to kill every single one, just enough of them in a brutal enough manner to terrify the rest into moving.

Picture: skull of Muslim victim of Serb massacre outside Srebrenica. Photograph by Jim Bartlett.



